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Scoutmaster’s Corner
Scoutmaster Jeff Love
June 2009
Greetings Scouts and Scouters,
Summer is upon us and everyone is very busy with vacations, sports and scouting
activities. We had a great trip to Pawnee Buttes and the weather cooperated. The
Indian blessing ceremony was an added treat and a nice way to end the campout. Be
sure to ask the SPL about being prepared!

Upcoming
Events:
◊ July 12: Summer
Camp; BDSR
◊ July 31: Camping
Trip to Sand
Dunes
◊ August: Board of
Review
◊ August: Troop
Elections
◊ August: Court of
Honor
◊ August: Yearly
Planning Meeting

Looking ahead we have a group going to Chisholm Trail in Texas in June and
another group heading to Ben Delatour Scout Ranch in July. At the end of July we
have 25 scouts and family heading for the Sand Dunes near Alamosa. It should be
warm for once.
There are a couple of scouts working on a trip in September to go caving near Eagle
Colorado! Unfortunately, I will be out of town and not able to attend. If any parents
can help, it would be appreciated. As usual we need at least two BSA registered
adults.
It seems busy just with the trips listed above, but we are also doing volunteer work
with Community Food Share and the annual Sacred Heart of Mary clothing drive for
Indian reservations in the Dakotas is in July.
You probably thought summer was a time to take it easy!
Yours in Scouting,
Jeff Love

Scout Show
Scout Wes S and Scoutmaster Jeff Love
May 2009
Troop 575 participated in the 2009 Scout Show held at the Boulder County Fair
Grounds back in April. The purpose of the Scout Show is to showcase Scouting to
the local community and to allow younger Scouts to learn important scouting skills.
The Scout show was very fun and exciting this year as we hosted the fire starting
station. Our station was one of the top visited and most liked stations in the
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whole show. We showed three different ways to start fires: a 9 volt battery and steel wool, flint and steel, and the friction
bow. Many Scouts liked the simplicity of the 9 volt battery and that was the most commonly way attempted. We did
have a few Scouts that were able to start a fire with the bow.
Overall, I think this year’s Scout Show was one of the best the Council has ever had and one our best efforts as a Troop.
Troop 575 definitely had one of the best, if not the best station.
A special thank you goes out to the Scouts who participated and a special thanks goes to the adults who made this
possible. It was good to have our practice pay off at the Scout Show this year.
Wes S.

The T575 booth at the Scout show was a great success. There was no snow in Longmont, just plenty of water, so there
were lots of attendees. Our Scouts made posters Friday evening and arrived early Saturday ready to go. Our booth,
Wilderness Survival, had scouts participating in our activities from before the show opened at 9am until we started
packing up at 3pm. We were even turning away cub scouts, boy scouts and adults while loading the cars to leave. We
could not break for lunch, there was a line to get in to the firestarting section for most of the day. While walking around
viewing other exhibits, I even overheard a Cubmaster telling his spouse "I got to make fire by rubbing sticks together"!
I want to thank the scouts and adults who contributed. Scouts who attended were:
Zachary Nix
Alex Dance
Marty Benz
Alex Witte
Wes Snider
Gabe Walter
Brian Love
In addition, thank you to David Nix for helping booth supervision, Sam Benz for organizing the booth and transporting
gear and David Normen for working on the merit badge so we were prepared. Some others from our troop who help for
the show in general were Ellen and Ken DeVilbiss for the dinner and breakfast, and Joe Wakefield for show planning.
Thanks to everyone who helped,
Jeff Love
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Community Food Share.
Scout Lucas L
May 2009
For the community food share this year, Troop 575 wnet to four different stores: Walmart in Lafayette, King Soopers in
Lafayette and in Louisville, and Safeway in Louisville.
The troop collected many bags of food and helped a lot by handing out plenty of bags and getting them filled. Also, the
troop helped load the bags into the truck that came to pick them up. Way to go troop!
The community food share volunteering was more interesting than the last Food Share. People were nice and donated a
bunch. We got a barrel filled up in an hour and a half. I had a good time and it was pretty fun.

Sacred Heart of Mary Flag Plant
Scoutmaster Jeff Love
May, 2008
The Knights of Columbus and I want to thank the Scouts and adults who attended the Flag Plant ceremony on Saturday at
the Sacred Heart of Mary cemetery. It went quickly in spite of the sprinklers! The effort is very much appreciated by the
SHM and the K of C continue to be impressed with the job our Scouts put forth every year. Remember Scouts, this is a
service project and the time counts for your requriements. However, most of the Scouts who attended did not need
service hours, that show a lot of character.
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Scouts who attended were:
Adam D.,
Ryan D.,
Will H. and younger brother Cub Scout,
Korban H.,
Lucas L.
Alex D.,
Blaine G.,
Logan B.,
Zachary N.,
Kyle B.,
Wes S.,
Brian L.

Page 4
www.troop575.org

Adults who helped were:
Peemin,
Carla,
Teri,
Chuck,
Cliff,
David,
Jim.

Thanks to all.
Jeff Love

Pawnee Buttes Campout
Scout William D.
June 2009
Many of you may have heard about the Pawnee Buttes campout, but you probably didn’t know about all the stuff that
happened there. First off the boys and I went hiking on Pawnee Buttes, duh! Then they went to the camp ground were we
set up are tents and found out that Blaine had forgot his tent poles and had to set up his tent by tying his tent on the
branches of a tree! ☺
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Once the other boys were done setting up their tents it was time for dinner. Blain and Marty cooked some soup and the
other boys made corn on the cob; it was delicious. Afterwards the boys and I did some carving and played some card
games, which was followed by some marshmallow roasting and a roaring fire. The next morning all the boys got up put
away their tents and cleaned up the campground. As we were about to leave the boys met a native Indian who preformed
some of his rituals for us and sang some of his songs for us. After that we loaded up into the cars and drove home.

Chisolm Trail High Adventure Campout
Scout Brock A. and Scoutmaster Greg A.
June 2009
From June 20th through 28th, nine of us ventured into Texas to spend a week at the Chisolm Trail High Adventure camp on
Lake Bridgeport. Scouts attending were: Brock A., Logan B., Marty B., William D., Adam D., Warren M-B., and Travis
M-B. Adults attending were Mr. Anderson and Mrs. Bragdon.
We left on Sat. June 20, and drove to Palu Duro Canyon outside of Amarillo, TX. It is supposed to be the second biggest
canyon in America. It was beautiful, but Mrs. Bragdon did not like seeing the two Tarantulas that she saw!
We got up early on Sunday, and drove to the High Adventure Base. Once there, we spent a week on our “Party Barge”
pontoon boat, and at various themed “outposts” where we would spend the night.
We would go to a water-sports area from 1-5 every day. Two of the days, we could jump on “The Blob”; one day we
inner-tubed behind ski boats. Brock and Mr. Anderson did some Wake-Boarding too. One day we did small boat sailing,
and one day we did wind-surfing. The water sports were really fun. Because we were experiencing record heat-indexes
when we were at camp, we also did a LOT of stopping the boat, throwing out the anchor, turning on the boat’s radio
(although Brock wanted “The Ranch” and the rest of the scouts definitely didn’t want that country station! However,
Marty learned to like it), and just swam off the side of the boat. Sometimes we even remembered to pull up the anchor as
we continued on our way! We had to assign an “Anchor Man” to make sure we didn’t forget to pull the anchor up!
At 6:00 PM we would arrive at our outpost. We would pitch our tent, and then do the evening program, which included
dinner. In the morning, we would get up, and do the morning program, which included breakfast. This would last until
noon, when we would tear down our tents, pack the Party Barge, and head out to cool off in the lake before heading to the
water-sports area for more cooling off.
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We did the following outposts:
On Monday we went to Texas Cooking and Fast Draw. We made Rib-Eye steaks, baked potatoes, and corn on
the cob. In the morning we had great breakfast burritos and then shot a pistol with wax bullets at a target that would time
how long it took for us to “draw.”
On Tuesday, after a short detour to Area 51, we went to the Viking Outpost. We ate ham cube-steaks, turnips,
beans, carrots, and ice-cold apples. And we learned about Viking swords, shields, spears, and axes. In the morning,
Marty practiced his sword moves by banging at a post for 40 minutes, so that he could eat breakfast first. We ate gruel
with apples or raisins. It tasted like Oatmeal. Then we had some sword battles, culminated by the final battle between
good and evil.
On Wednesday, we went to the Calvary area. We had to sleep in their canvas tents with no floors; this lead to
some unfortunate interactions with Fire Ants for the Bragdons. We had to dress in period uniforms: denim pants, white
cotton shirts, and wool jackets! It was very hot (see record heat-indexes above). Some of us worked on the Howitzers,
firing very loud cannon blasts. Others of us learned to fire black-powder rifles. Our time here culminated in a battle
against the Texas Rangers (illegal militia in the time of the Calvary).
On Thursday we went to Area 51 where we shot paint-ball guns at alien targets. It sounds like more fun than it
actually is.
On Friday, we went to Scottish Highland Games. We ate giant Turkey Legs, and found a cat. In the morning we
had breakfast and then did highland games. Brock got a “12 o-clock” on the Caber throw, Logan and Adam had good
luck at the tomahawk and 2-headed Axe throws, and Marty “ninja” Benz had the best result of the summer at the throwing
knives, sticking 3 of 4 in the wooden target.
Once we completed the highland games, we checked out, loaded up the cars in the record heat, hopped in, cranked up the
air conditioning, and drove to John Martin Reservoir outside of Lamar where we camped Saturday night. On Sunday, we
got up early and drove home. Nine days of camping, lots of water, heat, and fun!
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We learned a lot of interesting things during this trip:
There are seven things about Texas that Marty likes, including that Dairy Queen started there.
Rib-Eye steaks were the best meal there. And Texas Cooking was our favorite outpost.
At the Highland Games, we learned that turkey legs were the second best meal there, and that we had a ninja in our midst.
At the Viking Outpost, we learned that “spears always win.”
At Calvary, we learned that wool is not a good choice during a Texas Summer!!!!
We also learned that Area 51 is just lame!
Thanks to Mrs. Bragdon and Mr. Anderson for going with us (since it was such a “sacrifice”☺). And a special thanks
goes to Mrs. Bragdon for all of the work organizing the trip!

Board of Review Coming Up? -- Be Prepared
Scout rank advancement always involves a visit to a Board of Review (BOR). It gives the Scout an opportunity for a
final review and approval for each new rank. Being prepared and knowing what to expect makes the BOR a very positive
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experience. There are several things to think about when planning for a BOR, all of which can be found on our web site
at: http://www.troop575.org/BOR_Guidelines.htm Scouts and parents should take the time to become familiar with this
web page… in advance.

Volunteer – Our Troop Depends on It
Troop 575 is a "boy led" troop. Over time, the Scouts are given more and more responsibility in leading various activities
in the troop. As they advance from one rank to another, they are assigned more complex duties and more is expected of
them. Still, parents have a responsibility to help the boys learn by being good "guides". As in any organization, a Boy
Scout troop requires a fair amount of work to be well run.
Without strong participation on the part of the adults, the troop simply can not sustain itself and could eventually fail. I
think we can all agree that this would be the most unfortunate of all outcomes, but it does happen to troops all over the
country every year. The troop, in effect, just runs out of gas and stops working.
Troop 575 assumes that at least one parent of each Scout will serve as a volunteer for the troop. Volunteer service can be
accomplished in many ways. They may serve as an Assistant Scoutmaster, Troop Committee Member, lead a fundraiser,
oversee a campout, etc. There are always numerous tasks that need to be accomplished -- some on a continuous basis,
others as individual events. Whatever you decide to do, your help is always appreciated, and you can be satisfied that you
are helping your son and his fellow Scouts have a better Scouting experience.
Of course, you benefit as well by being able to dedicate some time away from the household to your son's activities. You
can watch him learn and grow in ways few parents are able to do, while setting a great example for him to follow. What
could be better than that?
To volunteer, contact the Scoutmaster, Troop Committee Chairperson, or any committee member. If you do not know
one of these, ask any uniformed adult leader at a Patrol meeting or ask your Scout.
Also, see the parents’ page on our web site at: http://www.troop575.org/parents_page.htm

Experienced Uniform Exchange Program
To make a uniform donation…
 We accept all BSA uniforms including Cub Scout and adult uniforms, clean or dirty.
o … Pants, Belts, Socks, Shorts, Shirts, Hats, Pants, etc…
o Leave your old uniform in the “Experienced Uniform” collection bag, hanging in the troop closet.
 If you plan on replacing your uniform with a new or experienced uniform,
o From your donated shirt, remove only…
 …your rank patch from the left chest pocket.
 …any patch on the right chest pocket.
 …your patrol patch on the sleeve.
 Please leave all other patches on the shirt!

If you would like an experienced uniform…
 Contact David Normen, 303.666.4394 or dnormen@comcast.net, to check on availability.
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 At your fitting, bring your rank and patrol patches. As a service they will be sewn on for you!
 To offset BSA’s loss from the sale of a uniform, please consider making a donation to Friends of Scouting.

Why get an experienced uniform?
 Experienced uniforms are available to anyone.
 Experienced uniforms come with all the patches sewn on!
 Going to Big Horn Leadership Training and need BSA shorts or socks for only a week? Get an experienced
uniform!

Troop Website
Almost certainly, you have visited the Troop website at www.troop575.org at some point. Scouts and parents alike often
use the site to learn about merit badges, rank advancement, high adventure, or to access the troop newsletter. In fact, our
site gets between 300 and 500 visits every month. It has become an important part of how the troop communicates with
its members, and how it projects its image outside the troop. Robin Dean is currently our troop webmaster.

Troop Calendar
Go to http://www.troop575.org/Pages/CalPage.htm for the current calendar.

