
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
◊ Snowshoe Day 
         March 4 
◊ Merit Badge University  
         April 8 
◊ Peaceful Valley Summer 

Camp 
         July 9-15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
What’s Inside? 
 
◊ Feature Article.............. 1 
◊ Regular Features ........... 2 
◊ Scout Articles ............... 4 
◊ Future Activities and 

Campouts...................... 5 
◊ Troop Business............. 7 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Feature Article 
 

Snow Mountain Ranch 
By: Scout Hunter (Ben) S.  
This snow mountain ranch trip was a 

blast! We all started off on Friday at 5:30pm 
from Kohl's parking lot. It took MOST people 
about two hours to get there, but in our case it 
took 3 hours, thanks to the trusty navigator, 
Hunter (Ben) S. When everyone was finally 
there, some people crashed and some people 
stayed up all night “playing”. In the morning, 
we all reluctantly got out of our warm beds 

and had a breakfast of sausages and, hmmm, I can’t remember what else. After breakfast, 
everyone got ready to go to their choice activity. The morning activity choices were wall 
climbing and Nordic skiing. True teamwork showed when Mrs. Hick’s keys got locked in her 
car, IN THE IGNITION!!! The result was to break the window seal and insert a hot dog tong, 
then, very skillfully, roll down the window.  All with no damage. Thank you Chris! I went to 
Nordic skiing, so I don’t know the details of wall climbing, but I’m sure it was fun. At Nordic 
skiing, we all went on different trails in mini-groups. In my group we had a very good pace, 
and in the middle of the run we went down a quite big hill, and all of us fell down except 
Michael A. After morning activities, we went back to the cabins for a lunch of grilled cheese 
sandwiches and a short siesta. After this we all got suited up to go tubing, and oh man, was it 
a blast! We made several “big ones” and otherwise just couldn’t get enough of going down 
the long, steep hill at high speed and then getting a relaxing ride back up on the tube lift. I 
believe Tucker J. holds the troop speed record of approximately 100 yards in 10 seconds. 
After tubing, we went home and, well, chilled. Dinner was delicious spaghetti with ground 
beef. After dinner, we all went down to the 
lodge and played ping-pong, and full-
contact knock out. After this, we just 
relaxed and talked and made jokes. When 
we were all too tired to carry on, we retired 
to our beds. In the morning we got up at an 
un-human hour, ate pancakes and sausage, 
cleaned, packed, and left.  

I would like to thank Mr. Treat, Mr. 
Love, Mrs. Bishop, Mrs. Hicks, Mr. 
Norman, Mrs. Evans, and all other adults 
that helped run and support this campout. 
YOU ROCK!!!! 
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Regular Features 
 

Ask the SPL!   
Troop 575 SPL: Calvin H. 

 
Question:  From the feedback 

you have received from the Patrol 
Leaders, what do you think are the 
most important activities Troop 575 
can work on in 2006? 

 
 
Camping is very important.  Our troop is doing a 

great job teaching scouts about camping.  It is important 
to learn how to survive in the wild, what to wear, what to 
do, and how to make fire in imaginative ways. 

 
Other things that would be good include hiking, rock 

climbing and firing big guns.  It's all part of the scouting 
experience! 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Quiz Question #1 
What Merit badge is depicted here? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scoutmaster’s Corner 
 

Greetings Scouts, Parents and Scouters, 
 

While researching some 
issues at my work I came across 
this prayer.  As I read through 
the prayer I found that even 
though it was old, it really 
summed up today’s world just 
as it did hundreds of years ago. 

 
An Ancient Prayer 

[found on the wall of an old Inn in Lancashire, England]  

Give us, Lord, a bit o' sun 
a bit o' work and a bit o' fun; 
give us all in th' struggle and splutter 
our daily bread and a bit o' butter.  

Give us health, our keep to make 
an' a bit to spare for poor folks sake; 
give us sense, for we're some of us duffers, 
an' a heart to feel for all that suffers.  

Give us, too, a bit of a song, 
an' a tale, and a book to help us along, 
an' give us our share o' sorrow's lesson 
that we may prove how grief's a blessing.  

Give us, Lord, a chance to be 
our goodly best, brave, wise and free, 
our goodly best for ourselves and others 
till all men learn to live as brothers.  

Amen. 

If we all could take a little of this prayer with us we 
might all be better off.  

 
Yours in Scouting, 
 
Cliff Brown 
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Favorite Subject in School: 
“Geography, because he has a 
really nice teacher who is "very 
understandable" 
 
About Troop 575: 
“I like it because it is usually 
very organized and there is 
good planning for campouts.” 

 

Scout of The Month 
 

Grant E.  currently holds the rank of Tenderfoot in Troop 
575.  He is in 7th grade at Eldorado K-8 school in Superior.  
His favorite subject at school is Geography because he has a 
really nice teacher who is "very understandable".   When not 
in school, you can find Grant mountain or street biking, or at 
the swimming pool.  He has been a member of the "Rock 
Creek Flyers" (a swimming club in Superior) for the past 7 

years.  He loves swimming and has earned quite a few awards along the way! 
 
Grant's favorite campout so far was Peaceful Valley Summer Camp.  While there 

he worked on the Small Boat Sailing and Canoeing merit badges.  It was great fun to 
"swamp" the boats, and then correct them and bring them back in to shore.  Grant is currently working on the 
Communications merit badge with Mr. Snyder. 

 
And what does Grant have to say about Troop 575?  "I like it because it is usually very organized and there is good 

planning for campouts." 
 
Congratulations, Grant, on being Scout of the Month for January! 

 

Troop 575 Historian 
By: Scout Warren MB. 

 
The scouts participated in a slew of fun activities over the last few months.   
In November, many scouts went on the Peaceful Valley Shooting Campout where they 

practiced shooting shotguns and rifles.   
In December a bunch of scouts and their families went to Snow Mountain Ranch to climb, 

cross country ski, and tube.  There was four feet of snow everywhere.  It was amazing and fun to play 
in.  Also in December scouts passed out fliers for the Christmas tree pick-up in Superior.   

Then in January we picked-up the Christmas trees.  Scouts also went on the Pre-Klondike.  We 
went to Brainard Lake and used the sleds and backpacks to hike in two miles.  On the way up, a few 
scouts became sick and while at camp a few more scouts got cold and a few more scouts became sick.  For lunch we had 
hot dogs, macaroni and cheese, and hot jello.  After lunch, the adult leaders voted to return to the cars and drive home that 
night.  So we had to pack up the sleds and head back to the cars.  This was a good learning experience for everyone. 

Some scouts have started working on the Communications Merit Badge with Mr. Snyder (and there are more 
merit badge classes coming up!).  Many exciting activities have been planned and carried out by the scouts over the last 
few months. 

 
Quiz Question #2 

What Merit badge is depicted here? 
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Scout Articles 
Christmas Tree Pick Up 
By: Scout Ryan D. 

The troop had another successful year picking up 
Christmas trees in the town of Superior and delivering them 
to the town's recycle center.  

This is a great fundraiser.  The troop asked for a $6.00 
donation and sometimes we received extra money from 
generous families in Superior. We collected over $1000, 
which will go to the troop and to scout accounts for the 
scouts and families who participated. 

The tree pick-up starts by rolling and delivering 
approximately 3600 fliers.  This year we had 8 families 
involved with this part of the project.  Thanks to all the 
families who helped deliver fliers – if you didn’t help, I 
know my mom would have made me spend the entire break 
delivering them. 

There were four groups who picked up trees on January 7th.  We were given a map that showed which houses we had 
to go to. Once we had all the instructions, we went and picked up trees.  Each group had to make several trips each 
carrying at least six trees.  I was so glad for the “perfect” weather.  It made the job much easier, faster, and more fun. 

The tree pick-up also tends to be a great recruiting tool.  We picked up a tree from a family that recently moved here 
and they wanted to know more about Troop 575 for their son.  I know this works because that is how I found about Troop 
575 a few years ago and joined a month later. 

I am looking forward to next year's tree pick up, once I get rested up from this year! 
PS:  Thanks to Mr. Snyder who put together the website for the Christmas Tree pick-up. 

 
 

JUNIOR LEADER TRAINING 
By: Scout Andrew P. 

 
Junior Leader Training is a day camp run by older scouts from various troops (and usually a scoutmaster too) and 

is designed to help younger scouts and newer scouts to learn how to lead as a Patrol Leader or any leadership position in 
the troop. Various people from our troop went, and all of us got patches and certificates, but most of all, we learned 
important leadership skills that we (at least I) use in our leadership positions. 

Junior Leader Training consisted of a day of learning how to lead. We did this by learning through our patrol 
leaders (we were organized into patrols), activities, and a Boy Scout movie. When we first came, we were split into 
patrols, and each had to come up with its own patrol name, flag, and yell. My patrol was the Yellow Duct Tape Patrol, and 
our yell was “Yellow Duct Tape fixes EVERYTHING!” We then watched a section of a movie on how to be a good 
leader. The first section was how listening was important, and after we watched the movie we did an activity where our 
patrols split up and each had a rope. We then were blindfolded and we had to talk and listen and form shapes with the 
rope. These activities, as well as our patrol leaders’ tips helped us learn what it means to be a leader. The day consisted of 
5 portions of the movie and five different activities besides the first one. 

All who went to Junior Leader Training got a lot out of it on how to be an effective leader that people like. It has 
helped me in my daily life with interactions with other people, as well as Boy Scouts. Overall, Junior Leader Training was 
very fun and helpful, and I would encourage all Boy Scouts to attend.  Besides the one day leader training, week long 
training is also available. 
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My Eagle Project 
By: Scout Paul G. 

 
For my Eagle project, I led a group in stripping paint, re-priming and 

repainting part of a fence around some houses built by Habitat for 
Humanity in Broomfield.  The paint was peeling very badly because the 
undercoat that was originally used was not a primer.   

 
To start the project, my dad and I spent ten hours power washing the 

old coat of paint off the fence.  The week afterward, 22 people came and 
helped put primer and then paint on the fence. We were there most of one 
day but finished everything up by the end of that day. 

 
Altogether, about 180 hours were spent by me and others on my project 

and I was able to get about $450 worth of donations which included 
primer, paint supplies and food.  Thanks to all who helped me on my 
project and thanks to Sherwin Williams, Lowes, Home Depot, Hole in One 
bagels, Papa John’s Pizza and King Soopers for their donations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Future Activities and Campouts 
 

Snowshoe Day 
Attention Snowshoeing Enthusiasts! 
Troop 575 Snowshoe Outing Details: 

 
When:  Saturday, March 4 
Where:  TBD  
 
Equipment Needed:   

-Appropriate winter clothing 
-High Energy Food and Personal Water Supply 
-Sunscreen 
-Sunglasses or goggles 
-Snowshoes (you must provide your own snowshoes-reserve rental snowshoes early!!) 

 
Sources for Snowshoes and Snowshoe Rentals: 

-REI 
-EMS 

 
For questions contact Grady Eastman, Snowshoe Event Coordinator 
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Merit Badge University  
By Karen Evans  
 

Scouts from Troop 575 will once again attend Merit Badge University (MBU) on Saturday, April 8 at CU-Boulder.  
Scouts will begin the day by meeting with all attendees in a large auditorium.  Once instructions for the day are given, the 
Scouts will be off to their first class.  The Scouts may take anywhere from 1-3 classes during the course of the day, with a 
break for lunch.  A few examples of classes the Scouts can participate in are as follows: 

 
Art 
 

Basketry 
 

Citizenship in the 
Community 

 

Communications 
 

Engineering 
 

Family Life 
 

Leatherwork 
 

Swimming 
 

 Sculpture 1 and 2   
(must complete both of these  

in order to earn the Sculpture merit badge) 
 

 

 
Some of the merit badges can be completed by attending one Saturday at MBU (like Fingerprinting and Basketry), but 

most require additional follow-up with the appropriate Troop merit badge counselor to complete the requirements and 
earn the merit badge. 

 
Some tips for those who have not attended MBU before: 
 

◊ The registration process is slightly different each time, so stay tuned for details as they are given to us by the folks 
at MBU! 

◊ There is usually only a small window of time between when we are notified that registration is open and the 
deadline to complete registration.  Please act in a timely manner once I send out notification to the troop that the 
registration process has begun. 

◊ Watch for emails from the troop regarding upcoming MBU details and hope to see you there! 

 
Summer Camp 2006 at Peaceful Valley 
By:  Claire Guidas  

 
Peaceful Valley Scout Camp is July 9-15.  This is dining hall camp, but patrol cooking camp could be an additional 

possibility with enough adults attending. Please make your payments ASAP if you are interested in attending. The cost is  
$210 per Scout and adults are free 

This year’s Leader Guide is not out yet. The 2005 version is at 
http://www.denverareacouncil.com/council/camps/leaders_guide_pv.htm 
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Troop Business
Community Service Project: Jump Rope for Heart-2006 
By:  Karen Evans  

A few boys from our troop recently helped to prepared flyers for all students who will participate in Superior 
Elementary School's "Jump Rope for Heart" 2006.  Jump Rope for Heart is a program that each year brings together 
thousands of children and adults to teach children about the importance of caring for their hearts at an early age.  At the 
same time, Jump Rope for Heart raises funds for the American Heart Association (AHA).  Part of the funds that are raised 
help the AHA provide educational materials at little or no cost to schools.  Funds are also used to conduct research 
studies. 

The school likes to promote volunteerism in tandem with the "Jump Rope for Heart" activity.  Our boys volunteered to 
label and assemble 650 flyers for the school.  Troop 575 was recognized for helping with this project on each flyer that 
will go home with the students.  To quote one of Superior Elementary's physical education teachers, "You guys are 
AWESOME!!!!" 

Thanks to all who participated in this very worthwhile community service activity! 
 

Thank You So Much! 
By: Marilyn Snyder, Merit Badge Counselor Coordinator 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to be a Merit Badge Counselor.  We had a tremendous turnout and have 
added new subjects for the Scouts to explore.  We are in the process of finalizing the list and it should be available for 
email in the next few weeks.  Thank you for making a positive difference in a Scout’s life. 

 

Rank Advancement  
The following Scouts advanced in rank in January and February and will get their badges at the next Court of Honor. 

Tenderfoot: Grant Eastman, Tray Reid 
First Class: Spencer Collins, Ryan Renbarger, Hunter (Ben) Sondeen 
Star: Warren Maag-Brown 
Life: Jack Evans 

 

Troop Elections 
The following scouts were elected/appointed to leadership positions at the 21 February troop meeting: 

SPL:  Paul Guidas; ASPL:  Chris Lawrence; ASPL: Brian Roling 
Scribe :  Griffith Luehrs; Librarian:  Ryan Renbarger; Historian:  Spencer Collins 
Quartermaster:  Michael Anderson; Order of the Arrow Troop Representative :  Kyle Brown 
Troop Guide :  Paul Benz; Troop Guide :  Andy Guidas 
Patrol Leaders :  Aaron Frary (Eagles), Warren Maag-Brown (Cyclones), Ben Hibl (Wolverines),  
Hunter Sondeen (Pine Trees) 

 
 

Quiz Question #3 
What Merit badge is depicted here? 
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Fundraisers 
By: Jackie Bishop 
Leftover Popcorn: The troop did a great job selling popcorn!  However, we still have a little left over that we would like 
to sell: 

4 Kettle Corns at $18.00 each 
3 large Carmel Corns at $15.00 each 

If anyone is interested in purchasing any of these, or knows someone who would like to purchase these, please contact 
Jackie Bishop. 
New Fundraiser – Old Chicago Pizzapals: Starting soon we will have a new fund raiser.  It is Old Chicago Pizzapals. 
 You will obtain them like you do the grocery certificates. We will only run this fundraiser in the spring at this time. They 
sell for $11.00 each.  They are good for one large pizza (maximum value $22.00).  They can be used at any Old Chicago 
on Sundays through Thursdays.  They have a six month expiration date.  You can use more than one certificate at a time. 
 There is a $5.00 profit on each certificate.  $4.00 will go in your scout account and $1.00 will go to the troop.  If you have 
any more questions please contact Jackie Bishop. 
 
 

Quiz Answers 
 

1. Communications 
2. Lifesaving 
3. Emergency Preparedness 

 
 
 

Troop Calendar 
 
Go to http://www.troop575.org/Pages/CalPage.htm for the current calendar. 
 
 
 

 
 


