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Snow Mountain Ranch 
Article by Scout Alex D. 
 

The weekend at Snow Mountain Ranch was great!  A lot of scouts including myself 
participated in many activities.  All the scouts bunked in one cabin.   The majority of the 
scouts went cross-country skiing.  They had to travel about three miles on their skis around a 
huge circuit.  About six others decided to go snowshoeing including myself.  I thought that 
was a lot of fun!  It was a bit of a challenge, but overall, we had a good time.  Whenever we 
got free time, we went over to the gym where there were lots of activities to do.  You could 
rock climb, roller skate and even just shoot some hoops.  Across the road there was a 
swimming pool.  On Saturday afternoon, we went tubing at Fraser.  Everyone couldn’t wait 
to get on the hill because they were so excited.  To sum it up, all the scouts and parents had a 
blast! 
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Regular Features
Ask the SPL! 
 
Hi, it’s Mark K., your SPL, here to 
answer all your questions. 
 
1. From your past experience on 

Klondike, what suggestions 
would you give to scouts? 

 
Well, you should all work as a team, and make sure 

all the work is getting passed around equally. You will 
have smaller groups for Klondike than for Pre-Klondike, 
so the sled will be lighter, but you’ll also have less 
power. So be sure to work as a team! 
 

2. With the upcoming election so close, what advice 
would you give scouts on who to vote for as their 
new SPL? 

 
Make sure that they’re experienced and they know 

most of the boys in the troop. If they have no experience, 
they won’t know what to do in certain situations. Former 
ASPL’s are usually a good choice, because they have 
worked alongside an SPL, and learned from them what 
and what not to do.  
 
3. What advice would you give to scouts with little 

leadership experience, but they still meet the 
requirements to get a position?  

 
Start small, either run for an office like historian, 

scribe, or librarian for troop positions. If you want to 
lead a group of boys, then I’d wait until patrol elections, 
and be the patrol leader. Try and build upwards. You 
can’t just jump right to ASPL or SPL; you must have 
experience to lead effectively. My first positions were 
historian and Patrol Leader when the Cyclones first 
started up, and there were no rules on what rank you had 
to be to hold certain leadership positions. Those rules 
were put in place so the Troop could be run by 
experienced Scouts that would set examples for the 
younger Scouts.  

Scoutmaster’s Corner 
Scouts Can Save Lives 
 

Every year about 200 Scouts earn medals for 
saving someone’s life. A lot of them performed water 
rescues. Probably you've read about some of those 
rescues in the Boy’s Life feature called "Scouts in 
Action".  

Do you suppose all those Scouts who saved people 
from drowning were great swimmers? No, not 
necessarily. Some of them may not have even been very 
good swimmers because - remember - you try to reach, 
throw, or row to a drowning person before you jump in 
and swim. Many medals have gone to guys who didn't 
swim at all, but who were able to act when everybody 
else was panicking, and tossed a rope or reached a pole 
to the person in trouble.  

Many of you are working on the Life Saving merit 
badge either for Sea Base, or for your own advancement.  
This is important not only for Sea Base, but for any other 
situation you may be in to save someone who is in 
trouble while they are swimming.  All of us should be 
prepared to help somebody who is in trouble in the 
water. If you're not, practice some more. Then you'll be 
ready when you're needed.  
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Steve Kinz 
Scoutmaster 

 
Quiz Question #1 
What is this? 

 

Hint of the Month: 
 
Were you too cold sleeping at this past month’s 
campout?  First of all, don’t forget your 
sleeping pad-it insulates you from the ground.  
Still cold?  Bring a fleece blanket or a fleece 
sleeping bag liner for inside your sleeping bag-
it will easily add another 20 degrees of warmth! 
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Scout Article
Pre-Klondike 2004 Adventures 
By Scout Brian R. 
 
 Well, on this year’s Pre-Klondike, January 2004, it was very interesting having it 
be my 2nd year going with a lot different things; and personally it was a lot more fun!  As 
Adam B. Mike A, my dad, and I ventured off onto Magnolia Road we were having fun  
reading the Darwin Awards book and having “peanuts” as a snack.  As sad as it was, yes, 
our car with eager Scouts got lost, somehow missed a turn, and kept on confusing 
ourselves in what direction it was. We finally got to the trailhead there about 20 minutes 
late.  When we arrived, I had figured out that I was wearing two right boots, which were 
semi-comfortable and looked very outlandish.  As our patrol, the “Killer Bunnies TM”, 
were making it up the irksome and tiring hill with eight guys on our sled pulling and 
pushing we found out that it is not strength that helps, but it is teamwork. When we made 
it up the hill we were coming into the camp with greetings and comments from the 
“Seagulls”, such as “what took you guys so long?” and “We beat you guys!” with a spark of encouragement, somehow.  
After setting up our tents the troop had lunch, basically chicken fajitas with some other food. 

After filling our hungry stomachs with “stuff”, we split into three orienteering course groups.  Each group 
ventured off into the valley with many parents and adult leaders hoping that we Scouts would all get spontaneously lost 
and never come back (just kidding)!  Also on the way through the orienteering many of us were eating snow and snow 
with yellow lemon stuff on it (just joking again), fighting, and pretending that we all were on an adventure close to the 
“Lord of the Rings”.  When we were done, we headed back to camp.  Adam, Squeegee, and I were in the process of 
making a branch wall, kind of like a snow fort, from the “Willies” remains from 2 years ago. 

After having a chili meal with rolls, a lot of us went by the fire and were talking.  At about 7:00 pm most of the 
Scouts were in their tents talking and relaxing till 9:00. In the morning, we cleaned up, had breakfast (with a fight for the 
pop-tarts) and stories from Chapin saying that there were Elk fighting in front of his tent last night. We also all found out 
that “William” was smashed into bits of snow, but no one cared.  After everything was cleaned up we all hiked back down 
the mountain with exhaustion and happiness.  Our car had all the food. Squeegee had the marshmallows on his lap, and 
was trying to see how many he could fit in his mouth and say “chubby bunny”.  All in all, this year’s 2004, Pre-Klondike 
was fun for us all and for the Webelos! 
 

Scout of The Month 
 

Aaron F. has been a Scout for three years and has 
attained the rank of 1st Class.  He attends Louisville Middle 
School where he is in the eighth grade. Aaron's favorite 
subject is Language Arts because he likes to write stories.  
One of his favorite authors is T. A. Barron. 

When Aaron is not involved in Scouts you can find 
him playing basketball.  He plays for Louisville Middle 
School and the YMCA.  Aaron plays point guard or forward. 

When asked his favorite Scout campout, Aaron 
immediately said, "BDSR (Ben Delatour Scout Ranch) - because I can hang out with my friends and earn Merit Badges." 

Aaron's favorite Merit Badge is the First Aid Merit Badge because he can help people and possibly save a life. 
And what does Aaron have to say about Troop 575?  "It is a friendly and fun troop." 
 
Congratulations Aaron on being Scout of the Month for January/February!  

 

 Quiz Question 
        #2:  What is this? 

My favorite campout has 
been, “BDSR (Ben 
Delatour Scout Ranch) - 
because I can hang out 
with my friends and earn 
Merit Badges.” 
                    Aaron F. 
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Troop 575's 25th Eagle Scout 
David K. Troop 575 Eagle Scout 
 

 
 
At his recent Eagle Court of Honor, David K. takes the Eagle Oath alongside other Eagle Scouts present at the ceremony.  

Congratulations, David, on becoming Troop 575's 25th Eagle Scout! 
 

Troop 575's 26th Eagle Scout 
Chapin D. is Troop 575's latest Eagle Scout 
 

Chapin is a senior at Monarch High School.  He is a member of the National Honor 
Society and Editor of the school's Arts and Literature magazine called Area 52 Magazine.  
Chapin has lettered in Track for 3 years as a Pole Vaulter.  He is a member of the Senior 
Senate as well as a Director for “Open Mike Night” at Monarch High.  A special 
accomplishment for Chapin is winning the ASK (Art, Science, Knowledge) Grant both 
times that he applied.  He submitted his grant proposals to the Boulder Valley School 
Foundation involving gemology and jewelry and was chosen a winner both his Junior and 
Senior years. When not involved in Scouting or school activities, Chapin attends his High 
School Youth Group at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church or enjoys his passion of 
making jewelry as an apprentice jeweler. 

For Chapin’s Eagle Project, he supervised the building of a rock garden at the YMCA in Boulder.  It is made up 
of sandstone slabs and garden stones to give it an artsy look. Chapin said,” I learned leadership skills that I can use in 
everyday life.  It was a long process to get it completed but a very good experience.” 

Chapin’s favorite part of Scouting is the winter campouts because they are more demanding.  He enjoys camping 
without a tent in the winter.  He is presently working on the “Frost Award”.  You earn frost points for every degree below 
freezing that you camp. Chapin thought he had between 20 and 30 frost points. 

Chapin will be attending Metro State in Denver in the fall studying the craft of jewelry making.  He hopes to earn 
a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts with a minor in Goldsmithing. 

Good luck Chapin, on your endeavors at Metro State and congratulations on becoming Troop575’s 26th Eagle 
Scout!  
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Future Campouts 
 

Annual Boulder Rock Club Wall Climbing 
By: Tracy Carter Sondeen 
 

A change is in the air! No, wait, it's a Scout - No it's a Webelo! This year’s rock climbing will be held at the 
Boulder Rock Club rather than Galyan’s. 
 
When:    Tuesday, February 3 at 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Where:  Boulder Rock Club 2829 Mapleton Ave., Boulder, CO  303-447-2804 
Who:  All Scouts, plus 2nd Year Webelos  
Costs:  Approx. $9.00 (exact amount determined by number of attendees) 
 

We will have a special Troop Meeting at the Boulder Rock Club, where we will invite Webelos interested in 
learning more about Troop 575.  If you know any 2nd Year Webelos about to graduate from Cub Scouting, be sure to 
invite them to join us. The Webelos' rate will be $5 a boy to climb.  A requirement for Arrow of Light is to participate in a 
Boy Scout event.  Permission slips will be available on-line and I will bring copies to the January Scout meetings. 

For the last three years we have held this event at Galyan’s.  Unfortunately, they have discontinued use of their 
climbing wall in the evenings.  I hope you will all enjoy our new venue, where they will support maximum climbing time 
with SIX belayers for us!  The walls are tall and the climbing is marked for a variety of skill levels.   Whether a brand new 
climber, or an old hand, you will find some great routes on these walls.   

As an added bonus, the Boulder Rock Club is sponsoring a free talk on Avalanche Safety beginning at 7 p.m.; so 
invite your parents and Webelos friends to come along for a fun night of Scouting the walls!  

Call Tracy Sondeen, if you have questions! 
 

Klondike Derby 2004 
 

Klondike Derby is a two-day winter campout, February 27/29, which brings together Scouts, Webelos, and 
Venturers/Explorers from the entire Arapahoe District.  Klondike has a "gold-rush" days flavor and features an all-day 
sled race between "cities" sporting names such as Ft. Yukon, Fairbanks, Dawson, etc.  Each city has a competitive 
specialty in Scout craft skills such as cooking, pioneering, first aid, teamwork, nature, and others.  

This year’s Klondike is at Reverend’s Ridge Campground at Golden Gate State Park. (Highway 119, about 2 
miles south of Rollingsville, which is just south of Route 72). This is the same location as last year and, weather 
permitting, everyone should have a great time. Come on out and work on your Frost Points! Remember this is two nights 
of serious winter camping; you must be prepared for the full range of Colorado winter weather conditions. 

Contact Dan Smith with any Klondike Derby questions. 
 

Sea Base Swimming Begins! 
 

Our Sea Base scouts and adults will begin their conditioning program January 18.  We will plan to swim on 
Sunday’s beginning at 12:30 pm at the Louisville Recreation Center.  Our goals will be to make sure we can all easily 
pass the BSA Swim Test, have as many of the scouts as possible pass the Life Saving merit badge swim test, and be better 
prepared for the swimming we will do in Florida.  The cost will be $2.00 per person as long as you swim during the 
designated time on Sunday.  If you can’t make it, you are on your honor to make it up sometime during the week.  We 
will not swim the weeks we have a weekend campout. 

When you arrive at the rec center just tell them you are with Troop 575 and would like to pay the $2.00 group 
rate. Other times can be arranged with the rec center if there is an adult with the scouts, and arrangements are made in 
advance.  Please see Steve Kinz for more details. 

Scouts who are not going to Sea Base, but are pursuing their Life Saving merit badge are welcome to attend to try 
to pass their swimming test. 

See you Sunday! 
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Troop Business
 
“TROOP 575 HAS BEEN FORMED!” 
 

That was the headline in January 1994 75/575 Newsletter (Volume 1, Issue 1).  Troop 75 had grown too big, so it 
was decided to form a new Troop comprised of about 20 Scouts from Louisville.  And thus Troop 575 was formed.   

The first troop meeting was on Thursday, February 3rd at 7:00 in Matthew Hall at Sacred Heart of Mary Catholic 
Church.  The new Scoutmaster was Chuck Shafer and the Committee Chair was Linda Hafer.  The Friends of Scouting 
Coordinator was none other than Joe Wakefield!  We have come along way since then and Chuck and Joe are still with us 
selflessly giving of their time to our Troop. 

We will be celebrating our Troop’s 10 Year Anniversary at the Court of Honor on Tuesday, February 24.  We will 
have our Troop’s Eagle Scouts, Scoutmasters; Senior Patrol Leaders attend plus several displays celebrating ten years of 
Scouting in Troop 575.  Additionally we will announce the winner of the anniversary patch contest.   

Several items will be available to order including a CD containing the first ten years of newsletters and rosters, 
our special anniversary patch and our new Troop T-shirt with the anniversary design!  The Troop will supply cake and ice 
cream, however you must bring your favorite ice cream sundae topping to share with others.  So be sure to attend this 
special Court of Honor on Tuesday, February 24 beginning at 6:30 pm.  
 

Please Donate to Friends of Scouting 
By: Caryn Geiger 
 

Did you know that it costs about $130 per year to support each youth member of the Longs Peak Council? Of this, 
camp fees, uniform and book sales, United Way, popcorn sales, and investment income account for only three-quarters. 
The rest comes from people like us, through Friends of Scouting. 

We will make our annual FOS presentation at the February 24th  Court of Honor. Troop 575 families have 
historically been very generous in support of Friends of Scouting. In return, the Council rewards us with discounts on 
summer camp fees, and our troop treasury does not have to pay for rank and merit badges.  

When given the opportunity at the February 24th Court, please be prepared to give (cash, check, or credit card) or 
pledge generously! Payments can also be made monthly or quarterly.  A suggested $75 per Scout will help ensure a 
continued quality Scouting program for your son and those who join Scouting in the years to come. 

Thanks in advance for your generosity! 
 

Superior Christmas tree pick-up fundraiser 
Unload those trees, Scouts! 
 

Troop 575 recycled close to 200 trees at this year's 
Superior Christmas tree pick-up Troop fundraiser!  The 
fundraiser was open to those Scouts planning to attend this 
summer's trip to the Boy Scout High Adventure Sea Base in the 
Florida Keys.  Close to $900 in profit was raised! 
 
Quiz Question #3: 
What is this? 
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Adult Volunteer Corner 
 

We are so lucky in Troop 575 to have so many adults who volunteer so much of their time! 
But we’d like to recognize Donna DeLellis, Michael Newberger and Lynn Renbarger for donating significant 

amounts of time to the Troop these past few months. 
Donna DeLellis (together with Lynn Renbarger this year) coordinated our Gold C sales for the second year 

running.  Far from a simple project, this was a major effort and one of the Troop’s major fundraisers!  Donna also 
coordinates Troop T-shirts all year.  Her attention to detail is especially apprecia ted! 

Michael Newberger coordinated popcorn sales-another of the Troop’s major fundraisers and this is also the 
second year that he has led that effort!  Mike’s enthusiasm is hard to miss.  But it is his hardworking efforts behind the 
scenes, which are most especially appreciated. 

And Lynn Renbarger served as Adult Coordinator for the Troop’s recent Snow Mountain Ranch trip.  This is a 
major Troop event and one of the most complicated to arrange.  Lynn did a yeoman’s job and made it all look easy!  And 
Lynn has agreed to join the Troop Committee as Fundraising Chair. 

Thanks, so much, to all three of you-Troop 575 is lucky to have such hardworking adults! 
 

Troop Elections 
 

Troop elections will be held on February 17.  In addition, Patrol Elections will be held on Tuesday, March 2.  The 
job descriptions for all Troop leadership positions are at posted on our Resource Center at:  
 

http://www.troop575.org/leadership/YouthLeadership.html 
 

All candidates must notify Mr. Kinz of their intention to run for office by Feb. 10.  Additionally each candidate 
will need to prepare a short speech to present on election night to let the other Scouts know why you should be elected 
you to your chosen leadership position.  Don’t forget, if you are elected Senior Patrol Leader, your name will appear on 
our Edward Deborski Memorial SPL plaque! 

Because of all the Scouts requiring leadership for advancement, you may choose an alternative position for which 
to be a candidate.  You must still notify Mr. Kinz by Feb. 10 and you must have a speech prepared for the alternate 
position.  No Scout will be allowed to choose an alternate on the day of the election. 

The following positions will be open for whole Troop elections: Senior Patrol Leader, Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader, Troop Librarian, Troop Historian, Troop Quartermaster and Troop Scribe.  Other positions available for 
appointment by the Scoutmaster and Senior Patrol Leader are: Bugler, Chaplain Aide, Troop Guide and Den Chief. 
 

Don’t Forget to Re-Register! 
 

Thanks to those of you who have already taken the time to re-register! 
To the rest, please take a moment to re-register-WE MUST SUBMIT THIS INFORMATION TO LONGS PEAK 

COUNCIL (LPC) IN THE NEXT COUPLE WEEKS.  Thanks to both Greg Dawson and Jim Snyder, it is quick and easy 
for you to do this on our Web page by clicking on the following link: 
 

http://www.troop575.org/RegisterIntro.htm 
 

If re-registration is new to you, here is some background:  Each year Troop 575 must re-register all Scouts and 
adult leaders in the troop.  This requires an update of information files as well as the payment of a $75 registration fee 
(Scouts only; adult fees are paid by the Troop).  Please note that LPC adult leaders are all those adults who are Assistant 
Scoutmasters or Committee Members.  If you are an Assistant Scoutmaster and/or Committee Member, please re-register.  
Other adult volunteers do not need to re-register. 

Thanks, in advance, for taking the time to do this! 
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Troop Calendar 
 
 
 
 

 

  January 2004 

  

Jan 18 Sun 12:30p Weekly Swim Practice . 
Jan 19 Mon Martin Luther King Jr. 

No School 
(BVSD) 

. 

Jan 20 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting: Nat'l 
Jambo Presentation . 

Jan 25 Sun 12:30p Weekly Swim Practice . 

Jan 27 Tue 6:45p -8:00p PLC/Scout Business 
Night . 

 
 
 
 
 

Quiz Question Answers 
 

1) Disabilities Awareness Merit Badge 
2) Personal Management Merit Badge 
3) Cycling Merit Badge 
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  February 2004 

  
12:30p Weekly Swim Practice . Feb 1 Sun 
Scouting Sunday . 

Feb 2 Mon 7:00p -9:00p Committee Meeting . 

Feb 3 Tue 6:30p -8:00p Boulder Rock Gym 
Climbing Night . 

9:30a -1:00p Railroading Merit 
Badge: 
Field Trip to Union Station 

. 
Feb 7 Sat 

Scout Sabbath . 
Feb 8 Sun 12:30p Weekly Swim Practice . 

Feb 10 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 

Feb 13 Fri No School 
(BVSD) . 

Feb 14 Sat Valentine's Day . 

Feb 15 Sun 12:30p Weekly Swim Practice . 
Feb 16 Mon President's Day 

No School 
(BVSD) 

. 

Feb 17 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting: 
Troop Elections . 

Feb 22 Sun 12:30p Weekly Swim Practice . 
Feb 24 Tue 6:30p -8:00p Court of Honor . 

Feb 27 Fri Klondike Derby . 
Feb 28 Sat Klondike Derby . 

Feb 29 Sun Klondike Derby . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


