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Feature Article 
A Week at Peaceful Valley 

By: Spencer C. 
 2nd Class Boy Scout 

Everyone (or at least a good amount) of Scouts looks 
forward to Scout camp. Instead of the usual trip to BDSR, we 
spent a week at Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch. This was the 
second time we went there; due to how much our Troop liked 
the camp.  

One reason boys enjoy Scout camp is earning Merit 
Badges. The Merit Badge classes I took were Journalism, 
Environmental Science, and Rifle Shooting. Other Merit 
Badge classes available were Life Saving, Horsemanship, 
Wilderness Survival, Canoeing and many others. 

Journalism was the best Merit Badge I earned during the week. In this class, we wrote the camp 
newsletter. Since this year’s theme was Railroading, we named our newsletter The Caboose.  We made 
up a story that the government was turning the camp into a giant railroad.  I wrote the Horoscope 
Column.  These featured such predictions as “Heffalumps will Attack your Underwear” and “Llamas 
and Purple Chinchillas will give you One Thousand Dollars!” Another highlight of the Journalism 
class was during “Colter’s Run”, (a giant relay race); we ran a radio show, broadcasting from the 
Trading Post.  We played music, and gave updates on the race. 

In Environmental Science, we studied (obviously) the environment.  In one experiment, we made 
an ecosystem in a bottle. In a plastic bottle, we placed some dirt, some plants, and a bug or two. We 
observed our bottle environments for a week. We also learned about our environment by observing 
what was around us at camp (ex. outside our tents) for four days.  

Other than working on our Merit Badges, during our off periods, it was blazing hot! But, there was 
a good side to it: a lot of people brought decks of cards. Off periods were either spent in tents talking 
and/or playing card games. 

If you are going to go to Scout camp, here is some friendly advice: 
♦ Don’t worry, the food is good! 
♦ Don’t keep food in your tents.  Mice 

will come! And you don’t want to 
wake up with one nibbling your chin! 

♦ Spend your money wisely so you still 
have money at the end of the week for 
a big bowl of soft-serve.  And before 
you enter camp, pray that the soft-
serve machine will actually WORK! 

♦ You will be forced to take a shower.  
But not to brush your teeth… 

♦ And whatever you do….Don’t take 
part in a Tabasco drinking contest. 

So in the end, I think everyone really enjoyed camp. The badges, the card playing, and the races all 
added up to a great week.  Can’t wait for next year.
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Regular Features 
 

Ask the SPL!   
 

 
Troop 575 SPL: Michael A. 

 
Q. What SPL goals have you 

accomplished since taking 
office? 

 
A) I have put more work on 

the Patrol Leaders to get stuff 
done than just having one person like myself be in 
charge.  I have had more people do the smaller things.   

 
 

     
Q) What was your favorite Merit Badge to 

earn and your least favorite? 
 
A) My favorite merit badge to earn was Swimming, 

because it was so easy for me to get it.  The funnest one 
to earn was Small Boat Sailing. I did not like earning 
any of the Citizenship ones (note that I have not 
completed any of these). . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz Question #1 
 

The neckerchief slide is also called what? 
 
 
 
 

Scoutmaster’s Corner 
 
Greetings, 
 
Well we are nearly through a busy summer.  During 

the summer months we have sent 43 Scouts to a one 
week camp, sent Scouts to a high adventure camp out of 
State, Scouts attended the National Jamboree, two 
backpack trips and one canoe trip.  In addition to this we 
had two Scouts complete their Order of the Arrow 
Ordeal and two Scouts complete the one week Junior 
Leader Training course. There have been three Eagle 
projects conducted.  This has been a busy summer. 

 
In looking ahead the Troop Patrol Leader Council 

will be holding its annual event planning meeting on 
Aug. 21.  At this meeting they will be starting the 
scheduling of next years campouts and other events. If 
you have any ideas that you would like to input please 
see your Patrol Leader as soon as possible. 

 
As shown above we are all busy in our lives. We 

need to remember that when we are making 
commitments to the Troop and to rank advancement by 
holding leadership positions and rank requirements that 
have ACTIVE time commitments that we have to 
complete these commitments.  “Active in the Troop” 
does not mean showing up once a month or not attending 
any of the other events that the Troop might have.  
“Active in the Troop” means attending at least 50-75% 
of the time.  If you are in a Leadership position the time 
commitment should be 75% or more. If you can not 
complete the commitment then do not run or ask for a 
leadership position.  The same applies for rank 
advancement.  If you are not ACTIVE then the rank 
requirement will not be signed off. Plan ahead.  If you 
are very active in sports, band or other school events you 
need to make sure you have the time to perform 
whatever obligation that you undertake. Remember that 
Scouting is not just what you get out of it, but it is just as 
important as to what you PUT into it. 

 
Yours in Scouting 
 
              Cliff Brown 
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Favorite Campout: 
“The Mini-backpack 

trip we took last year near 
Grand Lake.  It was fun 
because you got to make your 
own meals, not organized like 
Peaceful Valley.” 
About Troop 575: 

“I like it because my 
friend Andy G. is a member 
and we do fun things.  I am 
really enjoying it.” 

Scout of The Month 
 

Seth M. is a second year Scout and has attained the 
rank of First Class. He is Assistant Patrol Leader for the 
Wolverines.  Seth’s long range goal with Scouting is to 
attain the rank of Eagle like his two older brothers. He 
presently attends Platt Middle School and will be entering 
the 7th grade this fall.  His favorite subject is Science 
because he loves the interaction, especially performing the 
experiments. 

When Seth is not involved in Scouts you can find him 
working on his tree house.  He also loves to play soccer.  
Seth’s favorite position to play in soccer is left defender.  
Seth is also involved with his Youth Group at Calvary 

Bible Church. 
When asked his favorite Scout campout, Seth did not hesitate to say, “The Mini-backpack trip we took last year near 

Grand Lake.  It was fun because you got to make your own meals, not organized like Peaceful Valley.” 
Of the Merit Badges that Seth has earned his favorite is Pioneering.  He liked it because you did rope tying and his 

final project was building a tripod ladder. 
And what does Seth have to say about Troop 575? “I like it because my friend Andy G. is a member and we do fun 

things.  I am really enjoying it.” 
Congratulations Seth M. on being Scout of the Month! 
 

 

Troop 575 Historian 
By: Scout Jack E. 

Many interesting things have happened in the past couple of months. There was a 
Scout Skills day in early May.  This is a day set aside for the younger Scouts to learn 
some basic Scouting skills, which are usually taught by older Scouts and adult leaders. 
Also in May, we had the Great Sand Dunes family campout (see my other article to learn 
more about this campout.) The weekend before Memorial Day we planted flags on the 
graves of soldiers at Sacred Heart of Mary's church cemetery.  Following the flag plant, 
several Scouts helped with the May highway cleanup.  We also enjoyed a Court of 
Honor, and Paul G. had his Eagle  project, which many people showed up for and was a 
success.  We painted a fence for Habitat for Humanity. 

 In June, Tucker J. had his Eagle Project, which was another success.  Tucker's 
project involved building a memory garden at a local church.  It was quite a complex 
project!   Orienteering Night was another opportunity for some of the younger Scouts to 
hone their orienteering skills, and there was another highway cleanup in June.     

 In July, the troop went to Summer Camp at Peaceful Valley Scout Ranch, where 
many boys earned four or five merit badges or at least got them partially done. Summer Camp this year was a lot of fun.  
There were so many activities to choose from, including the Polar Penguin, Coulter's Run, the Ironman Race, Order of the 
Arrow Ceremonies, shooting, canoeing, small boat sailing, cinematography, horsemanship, astronomy, lots of crazy songs 
and skits, capture the flag games, volleyball, crafts, and much more.  Congratulations to John R. for getting 575's Baden 
Powell award at Peaceful Valley.  

           I have just completed the Grand Teton Trip (see my article later in this issue).  Overall, the last couple of 
months have been very busy and fun.  
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Sand Dunes Campout    
By: Scout Jack E. 

 

 

Scout Articles
 

 
On May 13-May 15, 2005, Troop 575 went on a campout to the Great Sand 

Dunes.  We had about 30 people on the trip.  We got to the park at about 1:30 pm 
and on the first afternoon we got some time to go to the Dunes and then ate hot 

dogs and hamburgers for dinner.   It was a great meal!  On the second day, it was sunny in the morning and we went to the 
Dunes for most of the day. Three Scouts hiked to the furthest peak, and everybody else had a lot of fun jumping down the 

Dunes, and trying to ride sleds and a snowboard down the Dunes.  
Later that day it rained and got somewhat cold.  A group tried to go 
to Zapata Falls, but it was hailing and there was lightning so we 
decided against hiking there.  Some people visited the park's Visitor 
Center instead.  That night most of the Scouts ate steaks and the 
adults ate chicken burritos. On the third and final day of the 
campout, everybody took down all of the tents, ate cereal for 
breakfast, cleaned up camp, and drove home. The Great Sand Dunes 
campout was a lot of fun this year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz Question #2 
Which famous flyer was an advisor for the  

Aviation Merit Badge and  
was on their local Council Board? 
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2005 Jamboree 
By: Wes S. 

 
This article is about Nick H. and my 

experiences at the 2005 Jamboree, held at Fort 
A.P. Hill in Virginia.  We left for the “Jambo” 
on Sunday, July 24th, and returned late 
Wednesday, August 3. However, our venture 
actually began several months ago.  We went 
to meetings once a month in Greeley 
beginning last September.  It took up a lot of 
time with all the meetings and driving.  We 
had a chance to get to know each other, built a 

gateway representing our Troop, and practiced our skills.  We were Troop 948, and Nick 
and I were in the Lucky Monkey Patrol.  We had Scouts from as far a way has Cheyenne, 
Wyoming.  

 Five weeks before we left, we went on a shakedown campout at Ben Delatour 
Scout Ranch.  We worked on skills, hiked a lot, and learned how to keep safe and clean.  We had to go back to BDSR to 
drop off our equipment the weekend before we left for Virginia so it could be x-rayed and sealed in the truck that was 
taking our gear to the Jamboree. 

On our day of departure, we had to be at the airport by 6:00 AM to get checked in and board our plane.  We 
arrived in Washington D.C. in the afternoon and did a little sightseeing.  We spent the first night in a hotel, and then the 
real thing started.  We boarded buses Monday morning and headed out to the 
Jamboree.  When we were putting up our tents, it was over 100 degrees and 
very humid.  Even when the sun went down it was still really hot.  

Unfortunately, there was a serious accident while we were there.  
Several Scout Leaders were killed when they were setting up their tent.  We 
could not see what happened, but could hear and see the evacuation 
helicopter. It was very sad as everyone started to realize what had happened.  

On Tuesday, everyone had fun 
because we could do anything that we 
wanted to in the Jamboree. For the next 8 days we could go to the Action Center, the 
Army Action Center, work on Merit Badges, or you could get your “rounder”. A rounder 
is a collection of five patches that circle the Jamboree patch worn on our uniform.  We 
had to earn 5 rounders to complete the circle.  The 5 rounders are Duty to God, 5k Run, 
Action Centers, Outback Centers, and Activities.  In the Action Center, you can get some 
of the stamps for the rounder. There where activities 
like rifle shooting, archery, confidence course, 
BMX, pioneering, rappelling tower, and 
trapshooting. At the Army Action Center, people 
would learn about the Army. 

We had 3 shows during “Jambo”.  One was 
canceled because it was 122 degrees and Scouts 
were having problems with the heat.  Our troop did 

fine because we knew to drink plenty of water or Gatorade. Another show was when 
President Bush talked to us, and the last show was an Order of the Arrow show.  

I had a great time and made many new friends.  We talked with Scouts from other parts of the US, Canada as well 
as Scouts from Colorado that camped near us.  I would highly recommend it.  The next Jamboree will be 2010 and I might 
go as a staff member.  You have to be under the age of 18 to go as a Scout. 
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Grand Teton High Adventure 
By: Jack E. 

 
 Recently, the Troop went to a high adventure camp in the Grand 

Tetons. This was one of the best camps that I have ever been to and I think 
that everyone that participated had a great time. The four Scouts that went 
to this camp were, Kyle B., Calvin H., Chris L., and me.  Also Mr. Hicks, 
Mr. Lawrence and my dad went. 

 This (as I said earlier) is probably one of the best camps that I have  
ever been to. It was about a ten-hour drive to get to the camp. The first 
night that we were in the 
Tetons we stayed at a 
campground and played 
Ultimate Frisbee.  

 After we left the 
campground we went to 
Jackson to eat breakfast. 
When breakfast was over, 
we went to the high 
adventure base, checked in, 
and got set up in the teepees that we were staying in. The next day 
(Monday), we went to the river orientation, ate lunch, and headed out on 
the half-day river trip down a section of the Snake River. The first day was 
fun, and we went through some small rapids. On Tuesday our first activity 
was the low COPE course with a Troop from Utah, which was challenging 
and fun. Tuesday afternoon we went mountain biking on a trail a short van 
ride from camp. On Wednesday morning we went whitewater rafting on 
another section of the Snake River with some fairly big rapids. In the 
afternoon we went on a hike at Jenny Lake, which was fairly crowded and 
took a long time to get to, but the scenery was really good. 

 Most of the Troops left on Thursday morning; however we stayed 
on at camp. On Thursday morning we went on a horseback ride for about 
four hours. It was fun, although the horses could be stubborn at times. After 
lunch on Thursday we went to shoot pistols at a local shooting club. It was 
definitely more difficult than shooting rifles, however still a lot of fun. 
After we shot we cleaned the pistols back at camp. On Friday we went on 
an all day canoe trip that started in Wilson, WY. It was a lot of fun and we 
went through some rapids before ending up back at camp. On the last day, 
Saturday, we went to the high COPE course that was very difficult and high 

up. After that, we ate lunch and drove home from the camp. 
 This camp was overall a fantastic time. It had a lot of activities and was 

never boring.  The staff was great and the food was good.  I think that it was 
definitely worth going to and if there were another trip to this camp I would go. 
The activities were great as well as going to the town of Jackson one night to eat 
dinner at Bubba's, a local barbeque place.  This was definitely a great camp that I'm 
glad I got to attend over the summer. 
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Flag Planting – 

 
Memorial 
Day 2005 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Quiz Question #3 
Which Merit Badge is this? 
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Future Activities and Campouts 
 

August Court of Honor 
 
Mark your calendars for Tuesday August 30 and be sure to attend the August of Honor.  This is our annual kick-off 

event. 
The festivities begin for the whole family at 6:15 p.m. with pizza outside and around back of the Gymnasium.  After 

enjoying the pizza and catching up, the Scouts will rehearse the Court of Honor.  While the rehearsal is taking place, the 
Scoutmaster will present a brief overview of the troop (including camping plans and activities for the next year) to all the 
parents. 

The August Court of Honor is always a huge event since the Scouts receive all their camp Merit Badges in addition to 
rank advancements. This year will be no different, so mark your calendars now! 

 
 

Other Upcoming Events 
 
Please see the Troop Calendar for latest updates at:  http://www.Troop575.org  
 

 
 
 

Quiz Question Answers 
 

1) Woggle 
2) Orville Wright  (see http://users.aol.com/randywoo/bsahis/index.htm) 
3) Sports Merit Badge 
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Troop Business
 

Earning the Eagle Rank is Tough…    
 

Did you know that only about 4% of young men who join Boy Scouts ever achieve the rank of 
Eagle Scout?  It is a special honor reserved only for those who are willing to travel the long (and 
sometimes difficult), road.  To earn the Eagle Scout rank, the highest advancement rank in 
Scouting, a Boy Scout must fulfill requirements in the areas of leadership, service, and outdoor 
skills.  Building on skills developed as they advance through Tenderfoot, Second Class, First 
Class, Star, and Life; the Eagle candidate may still lack some basic skills needed to complete their 
Eagle Leadership Service Project. 

It is understandable that parents will want to jump in and “rescue” their Scout when the going really gets rough, but in 
doing so much of the value can be lost for the would-be Eagle.   The Eagle project is intended to give the Scout the 
opportunity to test and demonstrate the leadership skills they have developed over the years.  Most have held leadership 
positions within Troop on at least one occasion, and many have attended the Scout Leadership Training course that helps 
prepare them as leaders.  Sometimes the challenges may seem insurmountable, but given a little space the Scout can 
usually figure out what to do.   Eagle projects are tough and are intended to be. 

Hints for parents of prospective Eagle Scouts beginning to think about their leadership projects include: 
• Feel the burn…educate yourself on the requirements your son must satisfy to earn his Eagle rank, and 

encourage your son to do the same. 
• Talk to your Scout… help him determine if making this kind of investment is what he really wants to do.  The 

worse scenario is to have the Scout try to earn his Eagle because his parents want him to.  He needs to be fully 
and personally committed if his project is to be truly successful.  It needs to be his accomplishment in the end. 

• Help your Scout think “outside the dots” as he selects his project.   Encourage your Scout to be aggressive, 
but realistic in setting the scope of his project 

• Let your Scout do the work… all of it.  Provide morale support… they will need it at times. 
• Encourage your Scout to use the resources available to him, such as the Scoutmaster, Eagle Project Coach, an 

Assistant Scoutmaster, another Eagle Scout, the internet, the library, etc.   
• When it comes time for the Scout to present his project to the Troop Committee, help him practice… 

practice… practice.  Sometimes, evidence of very hard work is lost when the Scout is not prepared to describe 
it to the committee. 

• Give your Scout space… let him conceptualize and manage his own project, and let him make his own 
mistakes.  A significant part of the Eagle Project experience is to learn by doing. 

• Remember, the Eagle Project is tough by design.  Let your Scout do the work… all of it.  Provide 
encouragement and morale support.  Then stand back… and try not to worry… your son will do remarkable 
things.  That’s what Eagle Scouts do. 

 
 

Fund Raiser 
 
GROCERY CERTIFICATES are a great way to financially help our Troop and build up your son's 

Scout Account.  At the weekly troop meetings, Sharon Amirfathi will have available for face value ($25 
each) grocery certificates.  Just pay her by check (made out to Troop 575) or cash, and they can be used 

at King Soopers, Safeway, or Albertsons.  They may be used with other coupons, and are treated like 
cash at the grocery store check-out.  50% of the profit goes to the Scout Account; 50% of the profit goes to 

the Troop. You may also reach Sharon at samirfa@qwest.com.or 303-494-8646 
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Troop Calendar 
August   

Aug 1 Mon National Jamboree . 
6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . Aug 2 Tue 

National Jamboree . 
Aug 3 Wed National Jamboree . 
Aug 5 Fri Minibackpack Trip (for Scouts 

entering 7th grade) 
. 

Aug 6 Sat Minibackpack Trip (for Scouts 
entering 7th grade) 

. 

9:00a -3:00p Dustin N. Eagle 
Project 

. Aug 7 Sun 

Minibackpack Trip (for Scouts 
entering 7th grade) 

. 

Aug 8 Mon Minibackpack Trip (for Scouts 
entering 7th grade) 

. 

Aug 9 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 
Aug 11 Thu Mini Canoe Adventure (for Scouts 

entering 8th grade and above) 
. 

Microbackpack trip (for Scouts 
enetring 6th grade) 

. Aug 12 Fri 

Mini Canoe Adventure (for Scouts 
entering 8th grade and above) 

. 

Microbackpack trip (for Scouts 
enetring 6th grade) 

. Aug 13 Sat 

Mini Canoe Adventure (for Scouts 
entering 8th grade and above) 

. 

Microbackpack trip (for Scouts 
enetring 6th grade) 

. Aug 14 Sun 

Mini Canoe Adventure (for Scouts 
entering 8th grade and above) 

. 

7:00 -8:30p Committee Meeting . Aug 15 Mon 

Mini Canoe Adventure (for Scouts 
entering 8th grade and above) 

. 

6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
Mini Canoe Adventure (for Scouts 

entering 8th grade and above) 
. 

Aug 16 Tue 

Board of Review Night . 
Aug 27 Sat Climb  . 
Aug 21 Sun PLC Annual Planning Meeting; 

details to follow 
. 

6:45p -8:00p PLC/Scout 
Business Night 

. Aug 23 Tue 

Board of Review Night . 
Aug 25 Thu First Day of School??? . 
Aug 30 Tue 6:30p -8:00p Court of Honor .  

September   

Sep 5 Mon Labor Day 
No School (BVSD) . 

Sep 6 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
Sep 9 Fri Canoe Derby . 
Sep 10 Sat Canoe Derby . 
Sep 11 Sun Canoe Derby . 
Sep 12 Mon 7:00p -8:30p Committee 

Meeting . 

Sep 13 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 
Sep 20 Tue Swim Test night . 
Sep 24 Sat 9:00 -10:00a Highway Cleanup . 

6:45p -8:00p PLC/Scout 
Business Night 

. 
Sep 27 Tue 

Board of Review Night . 
 October 
  

Oct 3 Mon 7:00p -8:30p 
Committee Meeting . 

Oct 4 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop 
Meeting . 

Oct 11 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol 
Meeting . 

Oct 14 Fri Arapahoe 
Rendezvous 

. 

Oct 15 Sat Arapahoe 
Rendezvous . 

Oct 16 Sun Arapahoe 
Rendezvous . 

Oct 18 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop 
Meeting 

. 

Oct 22 Sat 8:30a -3:00p Junior 
Leader Training . 

6:45p -8:00p 
PLC/ Scout Business 
Night 

. 
Oct 25 Tue 

Board of Review 
Night 

. 

Oct 30 Sun Daylight Savings 
Time ends .  

 


