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Feature Article 

 
PRE-KLONDIKE 

By: Scout Calvin H. 
 

The pre-Klondike was a great campout this year.  We started out by pulling the sleds up to 
our camp and made it in record time.  We had two sleds with four Scouts pulling per sled.  
After that we had lunch, which consisted of chicken fajitas that were great.  Then we did an 
orienteering course working in teams of two Scouts (congratulations if you didn't get lost).  
One Scout would take a compass bearing and guide the other Scout who counted off the 
number of paces to the target.  It took some practice to do it right but we all got pretty good at 

it by the end.  Then we had dinner, which was a 
delicious chili that my dad made.  We then spent 
time around the campfire until we got tired.  The best 
part was that it snowed a lot that night even though 
we thought it wouldn't.  The next morning we woke 
up to snow covered tents and white pine trees.  We 
packed up our gear and ran the sleds back to our 
starting point but due to the nearly one foot of new 
snow, the pull back was a lot harder and slower.  All 
around I thought this was a great campout. 

 
Quiz Question #1, what knot is used to start a square lashing? 
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Klondike: 
By: Scout Ryan S. 

 
Klondike was excellent this year. I love camping in the snow, and everyone had fun. First of all, I had a 
great time. If we hadn’t gotten lost, and Michael and Mark hadn’t infuriated their friend at first aid, we 
might have actually won or placed! Also, camping in the snow is one of my favorite things to do. It 
challenges you to keep your gear dry and organized, to keep warm and know when to take off which 
clothes so you’re not wet inside. I enjoyed this year’s Klondike because I had the pleasure of tenting with 
Tucker; who is an excellent tent partner by the way. Finally, Klondike was also a successful campout this 
year because everyone had fun, in some way or another. The younger Scouts had snowball fights; we 
shared jokes around the fire and some hilarious quotes from throughout the day… I believe I can 
truthfully and whole-heartedly say that everyone enjoyed some part of Klondike this year, which made it, 
like every other scouting activity, a success! 
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Regular Features
Ask the SPL! 
Troop 575 SPL: Michael A. 

 
Q) Tell us about yourself 

(years in Scouting, 
year in school, 
interests) 

 
A) I have been in this Troop 

for four years and slowly but 
surely, made my way to Star 
rank.  I have gone to numerous camps including three 
BDSR's, Sea Base, attended Junior Leadership training 
and other camp-outs around Colorado.  I have been 
ASPL, a PL, and your ever-faithful Bugler.  I play the 
trumpet in Marching Band and in Jazz band.  I am a 
freshman at Monarch High School.  I have always 
earned good grades in school.  My hobbies are 
swimming, golfing, playing trumpet and the ukulele.  I 
swam for 9 years on a year-round swim team and I am 
on the Monarch Boys Swim Team.  

  
Q) What do you hope to accomplish as SPL? 
 
A) As SPL I hope to make this a more boy run troop, 

and Patrol bonds stronger.  I also hope to try to keep the 
older boys in the Troop longer and give them more 
responsibility.  I wish to try planning for camp-outs, not 
the week before, but a month or more before.   An 
example of this would be the Klondike, we would plan 
in the fall, getting the sleds ready, learning the skills, and 
trying to get all of the Scouts in the Patrols ready.  I also 
want to try other methods of cooking camp food, such as 
using a Dutch oven over an open fire.  I would like to try 
new meals, steering away from pop-tarts, hot dogs, and 
oat- meal.  Setting up a Troop cookbook could do this.  
The PLC also wants to revive the old Patrol of the 
Month award.  I think an actual Scout of the month 
award could be arranged, where the PLC selects the 
Scout that we think shows the most Scout-Like 
qualities.  Those are all the ideas I have so far. 

 
 

Scoutmaster’s Corner 
Hello Scouts, Parents and Adult Leaders; 
As this is my first article as the new Scoutmaster I 

feel that it is only appropriate that I introduce myself.  I 
am an Eagle Scout and have spent approximately 15 
years in the scouting program as a Scout and an adult 
leader. I have been with Troop 575 for a little over two 
years during which time I have served as an Assistant 
Scoutmaster.  I am employed in the Law Enforcement 
field and have been so for over 25 years.  I work for a 
larger Metro Denver City. Enough about me. 

I look forward to serving Troop 575 as Scoutmaster. 
We have a great group of boys to work with. One of my 
goals as Scoutmaster is to insure Scouts have FUN as 
well as learn. In doing this I have talked with the Patrol 
Leaders Council and it has been decided that we would 
like to really emphasize the PATROL concept. We as a 
Troop need to develop strong Patrols. Some changes will 
be made as more and more youth leaders step up and 
provide guidance to our direction. One of the first steps 
that we will take in building Patrols is to reinstitute the 
Patrol of the Month. All Scouts will participate with 
their Patrol to give it recognition. There will be a scoring 
system and list of criteria that Patrol Leaders will share 
with Patrols later in the month of March. 

Another task I have asked the Patrol Leaders to assist 
with is monitoring the rank and growth of the Scouts in 
their Patrol. The Patrol Leaders will be bringing to the 
Patrol Leader Council recommendations for programs 
that the Scouts in their Patrol need for further 
advancement and growth. If you have ideas that you 
would like to see the Troop and/or your Patrol work on 
then let your Patrol Leader know. 

Each Scout and adult leader needs to remember that 
this is YOUR TROOP! How you look and act speaks 
volumes on your reputation as a Troop and Boy Scout. 
As a part of this we will be emphasizing the appropriate 
wear and look of the uniform. During the coming 
months your Patrol Leaders will be bringing this to your 
attention as this will be a part of the scoring criteria for 
the Patrol of the Month. I encourage you to look your 
best and to follow the SCOUT LAW! 

I know that we will all have a great time! 
 
Yours in Scouting 
Cliff Brown 
Scoutmaster 
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Favorite Campout: 
“The Klondike.  It was 

fun hanging out with Scouts 
who attend different schools 
and meeting new Scouts 
from other Troops” 
 
About Troop 575: 

“My parents asked me to 
join this Troop and I am 
very glad I did because the 
Scouts are fun and nice to be 
with” 
 

 
Scout of The Month 

 
Grant E. is a first year Scout who attends Eldorado 

K- 8 where he is in the sixth grade.  His favorite subject 
is Language Arts because he likes his teacher a lot.  She 
is enjoyable to listen to and she makes LA fun. 

When Grant is not involved in Scouts you can find 
him playing soccer, wrestling for his school or 
swimming on his neighborhood swim team, the Rock 
Creek Flyers, during the summer.  One of his favorite 
swimming events is the 50 freestyle. 

When asked his favorite Scout campout, Grant didn’t 
hesitate to say, “The Klondike.  It was fun hanging out 
with Scouts who attend different schools and meeting 
new Scouts from other Troops”.  His favorite station of 

the Klondike was the one that was similar to an obstacle course. 
And what does Grant have to say about Troop 575?  “My parents asked me to join 

this Troop and I am very glad I did because the Scouts are fun and nice to be with”. 
Congratulations Grant on being Scout of the Month! 

 

Troop 575 Historian 
By: Scout Jack E. 

 
Hello, my name is Jack E. I am a First Class Scout with Troop 575, and am working 

towards my Star rank, which I hope to achieve by this August.  I am currently in 8th grade 
and attend Eldorado K-8 School.  This is my first article as Troop Historian. 

In November, nine other scouts and I attended Merit Badge University at CU in 
Boulder (see other article in this newsletter about MBU).  MBU is held every April and 
November, and is a good way to earn merit badges, or at least get a start on merit badges.  
I took Basketry, Fingerprinting and Communications.  

In early January our Troop did Christmas tree pickup in the town of Superior.  This 
was a huge success this year.  There was also a climbing night in January. 

February was a busy month. Nine Scouts attended a “Discover Scuba” class at Scuba 
Joes in Boulder (see my other article in this newsletter about this event). It was a lot of 
fun and we learned the basics of scuba diving. 

Pre-Klondike and Klondike also happened in February, as well as Troop elections and 
a Court of Honor. In early March, Patrol elections were held and those that were newly elected into the Leadership Patrol 
attended Junior Leader Training. We are had a great snowshoeing trip to Nederland in mid-March. 

And last, Janson F. was selected as the winner of the Troop 575 Outstanding Scout award for 2005 and the 2005 
Boulder Distinguished Scout Award. More about that next month.   Congratulations Janson! 

 
Quiz Question #2, what knot is used to start a diagonal lashing? 
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Scout Article
 

Discover Scuba 
By: Scout Jack E. 

 
On Sunday, February 6, nine boys (including myself) from Troop 575 visited 

Scuba Joe’s in Boulder for a “Discover Scuba” class.  This class reviews the 
basics of scuba diving.  We learned some skills such as how to empty and breathe 
through the regulator, hand signals, how to provide someone else with emergency 
air, and how to check the air pressure in your air tank.  We learned some other 
important skills, which included how to swim efficiently with flippers and to 
always exhale a lot when swimming from below to the surface of the water.  We 
briefly learned about “the bends” (in the classroom), which is decompression 
sickness.  Luckily, once we got into the pool, we were not in deep enough water 
for that to be a problem! 

We did learn how to equalize the air in our ears.  Holding your nose, closing your mouth, and blowing out hard usually 
does that.  This is done so that you do not have pain in your ears as you dive down. 

It was a very fun class and possibly some of the Scouts that attended will go on to be certified as scuba divers.  I think 
that everyone enjoyed our scuba diving lesson!  

 
 

Quiz Question #3, how many Eagle merit badges are required for Life Scout?  
 
 

Future Activities and Campouts 
 

Merit Badge University 
By: Karen Evans 

 
Scouts from Troop 575 will again attend Merit Badge University on Saturday, April 9, 2005 at CU- Boulder.  Scouts 

will begin the day by meeting with all attendees in a large auditorium.  Once instructions for the day are given, the Scouts 
head off to there first class. The Scouts can take anywhere from 1-3 classes during the course of the day, with a break for 
lunch. Examples of classes the Scouts can participate in are as follows: 

 
Art 
Basketry 
Citizenship in the Nation 
Citizenship in the Community 

Citizenship in the World 
Climbing 
Communications  
Engineering 

Family Life  
Fingerprinting 
Leatherwork 
Sculpture 1 and 2 
Swimming 

 
A few of the merit badges can be completed at MBU, but most required additional follow-up with the appropriate 

Troop merit badge counselor to finish up the requirements and earn the merit badge. 
Watch for emails from the troop regarding upcoming MBU details! 
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Scout Show 
By: Dale Lawrence 

 
The annual Scout Show is coming up fast. This is an all-day event at the Boulder County Fairgrounds, on Saturday, 

April 16. Scouts from around the area gather to compete for the best pioneering projects and host booths of various kinds. 
Over the last few years, our Troop has entered a pioneering project.  This involves building a "useful" structure using 

wood poles and ropes (lashing). Recently, we built an Eagles Nest Tower. Other structures at the Scout Show have 
included bridges, zip-lines, even water balloon catapults! Scouts have lots of fun building their own structure, and 
exploring the other pioneering projects and the activity booths. All scouts can participate, and it is a great way to sign-off 
lashing requirements for Second Class and First Class advancement.  

This year, we will be looking for ideas for a new pioneering project. Please bring your ideas to the March 15 meeting. 
We will be making models using toothpicks and marsh-mellows.  

Mark your calendars for the Scout Show on April 16. Hope to see you there! 
 

Highway Clean-Up 
By: Julie Bannantine 

 
No, it’s not an April Fool’s prank!  It’s an opportunity to improve the appearance of your community by cleaning up 

the debris that has accumulated over the winter along our adopted highway.  Put on your work boots and gloves, and meet 
us at the gazebo behind the Bob L. Burger Recreation Center in Lafayette at 9:00 AM on Saturday, April 2.  From there, 
we will head east on Baseline to our mile of highway, and get it looking great for spring.  We plan to return to the 
Recreation Center at 10:30 AM. 

Come help improve your community, and earn service hours at the same time!  I look forward to seeing you there. 

 
Scout Skills Day 

 
Calling all scouts... 
On Saturday, May 7, Troop 575 will be conducting its annual Scout Skills Day in the gymnasium at Sacred Heart of 

Mary Church (our usual meeting place) from 9:00 am until 12:00 pm. This is an opportunity for our new Scouts to ‘learn 
and earn’ advancement skills along with a couple of ‘Chit’ cards (see below).  

This is also a great time for our older Scouts to reinforce their Scout Skills by teaching. (We will need adult volunteers 
to help supervise these events). 

Scout skills day is a great way for new Scouts to lean many important skills that are also needed for rank advancement.  
You will also have the opportunity to earn the Totin’ Chit and the Firem’n Chit.  Before a Scout may carry a knife or use 
an axe or saw, a Totin’ Chit card must be earned.  If a Scout should fail in his responsibility in the safe handling of a 
knife, axe or saw, one or more corners of the Totin’ Chit will be cut. Once all four corners are cut, the Scout loses his card 
and must earn it again. A Firem’n Chit card must be earned before a Scout can start and tend a fire. If a Scout practices 
unsafe fire tending, he could lose his Firem’n Chit. 

Once earned, a Scout must have these cards in their possession on any Scout activity. 
We hope to see all new scouts out on the morning of May 7th.  We will have lunch to end the morning. 

 
 
 

The following skills will be covered: 
• Whip and fuse rope 
• Knots 
• Physical activities 
• Safe handling of a knife, axe or saw 
• Safe practices for starting and tending fires 
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Pawnee Buttes Family Campout  
 
The Pawnee Buttes campout is coming up on April 22-23. We will camp among the rolling, grass covered hills of the 

Pawnee National Grassland, and hike the buttes. This is a unique and fun trip with scenery unlike mountain camping trips, 
and is a favorite of new and seasoned scouts and families alike, so you won’t want to miss it.  Often thought of as the 
“season opener” for the summer campout season, this outing is the perfect opportunity for new scouts to get their feet wet 
and for families to join in on a Troop 575 outing.   

This is a two-night campout, for which we will leave on Friday evening, and return Sunday at about noon.  We’ll be 
camping at Crow Valley Recreation Area in the Pawnee National Grassland. You can check it out online at: 

www.fs.fed.us/arnf /png/welcome.htm  
 

Friday evening, we will set up camp and get settled. Saturday morning we will drive to the Pawnee Buttes trailhead 
and hike as a troop.  The hike is fairly easy (about 5 miles round trip) and will take us out to one of the big buttes. You 
will want to bring your binoculars and be on the lookout for hawks, eagles and falcons that nest in the surrounding cliffs. 

Saturday afternoon, we will sharpen scout skills or do a service project. In the evening, we’ll have the annual Adults vs 
Boys Kickball game, at which the adults will defend their reign as undisputed kick ball champions of 575.  For dinner, the 
boys will cook their own meals in their patrols.  Sunday morning we will plan to pack up and be on the road by about 9:00 
or 10:00 a.m. 

More details and permission slips will be available in the coming weeks.  If you have questions, please contact: 
 

Tom Roling at 303-666-8459 or chrisntom@comcast.net. 

 
 Sand Dunes Family Camping Trip 

 
Does sun, wind and sand sound like a fun campout? How about climbing an 800-foot sand dune? The Great Sand 

Dunes trip, one of the troop favorites, is scheduled for May 13th through the 15th.  This year the trip is a family campout 
for everyone in your immediate family.  Plans are to leave at 9am on Friday the 13th (a BVSD holiday) and return Sunday 
afternoon.  We have a limited number allowed for our group campsite. There will be family and “Scout” activities. Be 
sure to sign up early, as space is limited! If you are interested in attending please contact: 

Jeff Love at jeff_love1@comcast.net. 
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Quiz Question Answers 
 

1. Clove hitch 
2. Timber hitch 
3. Three Eagle merit badges 

are required for Life Scout 

  Troop Business

Troop Election Results 
Congratulations Troop 575 Scouts 

 
The following Scouts obtained leadership positions: 

 
SPL: Michael A. 
 
ASPL: Chris L. 

 Brian L. 
 
Historian: Jack E. 
 
Librarian: Derek N. 
 
Quartermaster:  Hunter S. 
 
Scribe: Aaron F. 
 

February COH Advancements 
Congratulations Troop 575 Scouts 

  
The following Scouts received rank advancement: 

Scout:   Ryan R. 
Tenderfoot:  Ryan K. 

Eric N. 
Derek B. 
Cameron A. 

Second Class:  Andrew P. 
Star:   John R. 

Michael A. 
Kyle B. 
Paul B. 
Brian L. 

Life:   Wes S. 
Eagle Palm:  Janson F. 
 

Patrol Election Results 
Congratulations Troop 575 Scouts 

 
Cyclones Patrol Leader: Paul B. 
  Assistant: Wes S. 
 
Eagles Patrol Leader: John R. 
  Assistant:  

Pine Trees Patrol Leader: Jonathon N. 
  Assistant: Hunter S. 
 
Wolverines Patrol Leader: Kyle B. 
  Assistant: Calvin H. 
 

 

Fund Raiser 
 
GROCERY CERTIFICATES are a great way to financially help our Troop and build up your son's Scout Account.  At 

the weekly troop meetings, Sharon Amirfathi will have available for face value ($25 each) grocery certificates.  Just pay 
her by check (made out to Troop 575) or cash, and they can be used at King Soopers, Safeway, or Albertsons.  They may 
be used with other coupons, and are treated like cash at the grocery store checkout.  50% of the profit goes to the Scout 
Account; 50% of the profit goes to the Troop. You may also reach Sharon at: 

samirfa@qwest.com.or 303-494-8646 
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Troop Calendar 
 

  

  

 

March 2005 

 

Mar 1 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting: 
Patrol Elections . 

Mar 4 Fri No School (BVSD) . 
Mar 5 Sat 8:30a -3:00p Junior Leader 

Training . 

Mar 7 Mon 7:00p -8:30p Committee 
Meeting . 

Mar 8 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 
Mar 11 Fri Okpik Weekend (Scouts 13 

and older) . 
Okpik Weekend (Scouts 13 

and older) . Mar 12 Sat 

Snowshoe day trip . 
Mar 13 Sun Okpik Weekend (Scouts 13 

and older) . 

Mar 15 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
Mar 21 Mon Spring Break . 
Mar 22 Tue Spring Break 

FoodShare collection at 
local Grocery Stores 5:00p-
7:00p 

. 

Mar 23 Wed Spring Break . 
Mar 24 Thu Spring Break . 
Mar 25 Fri Spring Break . 
Mar 27 Sun Easter . 
Mar 28 Mon No School (BVSD) . 

6:45p -8:00p PLC/Scout 
Business Night . 

No School (BVSD) . 

Mar 29 Tue 

Board of Review Night . 
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  April 2005 

  

Apr 2 Sat 9:00a -10:00a Highway 
Clean-up HW Clean-up   02-Apr 

Apr 3 Sun Daylight Savings Time 
begins . 

Apr 4 Mon 7:00p -8:30p Committee 
Meeting . 

Apr 5 Tue 6:45p -8:00p 2nd class drug 
alcohol talk and tour--meet 
@Louisville Police Station 

. 

Apr 9 Sat 8:30a -5:00p MBU . 
Apr 12 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 
Apr 16 Sat Scout Show . 
Apr 19 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
Apr 22 Fri No School (BVSD) . 
Apr 23 Sat Pawnee Buttes Trip Pawnee Buttes Family Camping      23/24-Apr 
Apr 24 Sun Pawnee Buttes Trip . 

6:45p -8:00p PLC/Scout 
Business Night . Apr 26 Tue 

Board of Review Night . 
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  May 2005 

  

May 2 Mon 7:00p -8:30p Committee 
Meeting . 

May 3 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
May 7 Sat 9:00a -12:00p Scout Skills 

Day Scout Skills     07-May 

May 8 Sun Mother's Day . 
May 10 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 

Sand Dunes Family 
Camping Trip Sand Dunes Family Camping     13/15-May May 13 Fri 

No School (BVSD) . 
May 14 Sat Sand Dunes Family 

Camping Trip . 

May 15 Sun Sand Dunes Family 
Camping Trip . 

6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . May 17 Tue 
Board of Review Night . 

May 21 Sat 9:00a -12:00p Flag 
Plant/Highway Clean-up Flag Plant/HW Cleanup           21-May 

May 24 Tue 6:30p -8:00p Court of Honor . 
May 30 Mon Memorial Day  

No School (BVSD) . 

May 31 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Meeting TBD . 
 


