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Feature Articles 

 
Sitting on bed shelves inside of a two man Quinzee. 

 
By: Scout Paul G. 

 
Friday March 12, we drove up to Okpik. Okpik was at Camp Tahosa where I will also be 

going this summer for Junior Leader Training. It is past Nederland where it was “frozen dead 
guy day” the night we drove up. I drove up with my dad and Michael A. in my dad’s jeep. 

When we got up there it was windy and kind of cold. We put on our coats and walked 
down to the mess hall where there were hot drinks, bug juice or water. Then we were 
assigned to cabins and we had to put on all the clothes that we were going to wear the next 
day.  

Two other troops showed up and joined us.  Scouts from our troop were, Michael A., 
Mark K, Tucker J., Mitchell R., Ryan S., Chapin D., Chris L., and Brian R. Mr. Guidas, Mr. 
Lawrence and Mr. Smith attended as adult leaders. 

After putting on our clothes, we had our orientation where we learned how to build 
quinzees (igloos) safely.  Then they had us take some special suits with us to wear over our 
clothes the next day. These suits were made of cotton and some other fabric that was 
designed to absorb the water before it hit our own clothes (so they wouldn’t get wet).  These 
suits were really important the next day.  Without them, we would have gotten really wet 
from building the quinzees (and we would have been miserable)!
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We slept in cabins the first night.  When we got up the next day, we had to go get “polks” (sleds).  We carried these up 

to the cabins and loaded them with all our gear.  After that we ate breakfast which was French toast, eggs, cereal and lots 
of other stuff and we could even have seconds!  

After breakfast, we grabbed our polks, strapped them on and got ready to go on the hike.  We started hiking.  Halfway 
through, we switched partners pulling the polks.  Since there was not that much snow on the path, there were a few 
“portages” (lifting the sled up and carrying it over muddy spots) that we had to do with the sleds. 

The hike was only about a mile .  When we got there, we immediately started building quinzees by piling snow real 
high so that we would be finished before lunch.  There was lots of snow at the spot where we built the quinzees.  Lunch 
was “MRE’s” (meals ready to eat) where we just had to boil the meals.  Lunch was also a time to let the quinzee snow 
settle so that it would be ready to dig out. 

After lunch we dug the quinzees out.  We made two beds in each one (two people built each quinzee).  Dinner was the 
same as lunch (MRE’s).  That night we slept in the quinzees.  The leader said that we would have to get up at least twice 
to go to the bathroom if we had drunk enough water.  I only had to get up once, so I guess I didn’t drink enough! 

In the morning, the last ones to get up were Mark and Michael.  We ate breakfast, loaded the polks and left to go back. 
We had to check all our things back in.  Then we left.  

All and all, I think that everyone had a really good time! 
 
 

 
Troop 575 Okpik Gang – Sunday, Mar 14, 2004 

 
 
 
 

Quiz Question #1 
What is this? 
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Regular Features
Ask the SPL! 

 
Hi, I am Tucker J. 
Troop 575 SPL 

 
Q) What have been 
some of your favorite 
campouts this year? 
 
A) During the time I 
have spent as SPL, I 
have attended a few 
campouts. I have 
to say that my favorite 
campout has been the 
OKPIK campout. It was 
challenging enough to be entertaining. The Scouts who 
went along did very well; they didn't argue  (too much), 
and they all participated in the activities. As a whole I 
think that we all learned a lot about wilderness survival. 
It was a great experience. 
 
Q) What has been the hardest part of being SPL so far 
and what have you learned? 
 
A) So far the hardest part about being SPL has been 
fulfilling all of my duties and still finding time for merit 
badges and rank advancement. Presently my activities 
along with school include Scouts, church confirmation, 
and baseball so I'm pretty busy. During the time I have 
spent as SPL, I have learned quite a bit. My organization 
skills have improved double fold, and I feel like I am 
more reliable towards my commitments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz Question #2: 
What is this? 

 
 

Scoutmaster’s Corner 
New Structure of Troop 575 

 
Over the past six months the Scoutmaster leadership 

has been visiting other troops, interviewing experienced 
Scouting leaders, and looking for ways in which we can 
improve our troop.  After a great deal of thought and 
work, we have come up with a new structure for the 
troop.  This has been reviewed with the Troop 
Committee, as well as the Scout leadership (PLC), and is 
now ready to be shared with everyone.   

 
Key goals for new Troop structure: 
• Provide our Scouts with more high adventure 

experiences throughout their time in Scouting 
• Improve leadership skills of Scouts in Troop 575 
• Provide a “Scout led” New Scout program which 

guides Scouts through their first year of 
advancement 

 
I will briefly try to summarize the new troop structure 

– but a more complete description will be posted on the 
Troop 575 Scout Resource Center.  The easiest way to 
do this is to explain a Scout’s 1st year, 2nd year, 3rd year, 
etc. 

 
First Year 
In a Scout’s first year they will enter into the New 

Scout program, which will be run by older Scouts 
serving as Junior Assistant Scoutmasters or Troop 
Guides.  The Scouts will follow a guided program 
focused on learning Scout skills for the Tenderfoot, 
Second Class and First Class ranks.  Some of this 
learning will be done at troop activities and meetings, 
and some will be done in summer camp.  These Scouts 
will strive to reach First Class at least by the end of their 
2nd summer camp.  

The summer of their first year, these Scouts will be 
offered the opportunity to attend a weeklong summer 
camp located nearby.  They will also be offered an 
opportunity to take their first backpacking trip, which we 
refer to as a Micro-Adventure.  This will be a two-night 
trip, and give the boys their first taste of surviving in the 
wilderness! 

When the Scouts first join the troop they will be 
placed in a new Scout patrol.  They will remain in this 
patrol until October, at which time they will be given the 
option of joining one of the existing patrols in the troop, 
or starting their own patrol.  
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Second Year 
The second year continues to encourage Scouts to attain higher ranks.  They will be offered the opportunity to return to 

a nearby summer camp and not only finish up their skills, but also work on merit badges.  This summer the Scouts will 
have another opportunity to take an adventure backpacking trip – this time of four-five nights – perhaps doing some 
canoeing!  This year the Scouts also start looking for opportunities to start learning about leadership by taking on some of 
the easier leadership positions. 

 
Third Year 
This year things get more interesting as the Scouts are offered the opportunity to travel to another state to attend 

summer camp – with the activities at summer camp focused on high adventure and merit badges.  They will also 
experience a four – eight day intermediate level-backpacking trip.  This is also a good year for a Scout to take on more 
leadership such as Patrol Leader for his patrol, and to attend Junior Leader Training.   

 
Older Scouts-Leadership Patrol 
Scouts who accept primary leadership positions in the troop are entitled to join the Leadership Patrol.  The Senior 

Patrol Leader, Assistant Senior Patrol Leaders, Junior Assistant Scoutmasters, and Troop Guides may join this patrol.  
Also, Scouts who have served as Patrol Leaders for their patrol may join.  To remain in the patrol a Scout must continue 
to provide leadership for the troop.  Of course, there are benefits to being in the Leadership Patrol, such as sometimes 
joining the adults for meals on campouts!!!  And a special Leadership Patrol Patch is currently under development by the 
badge master himself – Bill Nelson! 

 
Older Scouts-High Adventure  
In addition to the backpacking trips mentioned above, every year there will be a major high adventure trip for older 

Scouts to places such as Philmont, Sea Base, The Boundary Waters in Minnesota/Canada, etc.  Scouts wishing to sign up 
for these trips will be required to either serve in the Leadership Patrol for at least one year prior to the trip, or perform 
other leadership duties such as Campmaster (leading the planning, organizing, and running of a campout).  Also, other 
high adventure trips will be planned throughout the year.   

 
Troop 575 has continued to improve over the years.  We feel this is another step in providing a Scouting experience, 

which Scouts will remember, the rest of their lives.  We also recognize that changes will need to be made to keep 
improving.  We welcome everyone’s involvement in looking for additional ways we can make this program even better 
for all Troop 575’s Scouts. 

 
Please visit the Scout Resource Center to read the detailed description of the new structure. 
 
Also, thanks to all of the Scoutmasters and Claire Guidas for all their hard work to pull this program together. 
 
 
 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
Steve Kinz 
Scoutmaster 
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Favorite Campout: 
“The Canoe Derby in 

Nebraska. I liked canoeing 
around the lake and the 
competitions.” 
 
About Troop 575: 

“It is really a good troop. 
I like that it is run by Scouts 
and the adults don’t tell us 
what to do.” 
- Kyle B. 

Scout of The Month 
 
Kyle B. is a second year Scout and has the rank of 1St Class.  He attends St. Louis Catholic 

School where he is in the sixth grade.  Kyle has two favorite subjects.  He likes Social Studies 
because they are studying Greek and Roman history, which he really enjoys.  Science is also a 
favorite because he likes doing a lot of experiments and working with the Bunsen burner. 

When Kyle is not involved in Scouts he can be found 
playing his clarinet.  He has played clarinet for four years. 
Kyle is looking forward to swimming this summer as well 
as doing other outside activities.  Kyle’s favorite outdoor 
activity is rock climbing.  When not enjoying the great 
outdoors, he can be found playing a video game or two. 

When asked his favorite Scout campout, Kyle did not hesitate to say, “The Canoe 
Derby in Nebraska. I liked canoeing around the lake and the competitions.” 

Kyle’s favorite Merit badge is First Aid.  He liked learning the different types of 
bandages and the ability to help people with their injuries.  

And what does Kyle have to say about Troop 575?  “It is really a good troop.  I 
like that it is run by Scouts and the adults don’t tell us what to do.” 

Congratulations Kyle on being Scout of the Month! 
  

Troop 575 Historian 
By: Scout Wes S. 

 
Some Scouts from our troop went to Junior Leadership Training (JLT) on March 6. There we learned how to cope with 

bad Scouts and problems.  It was very informative.  A weeklong training will be held in the summer for Scouts 13 and 
older to further their leadership skills. 

Several Troop 575 Scouts   participated in “Road Clean” along a mile stretch of highway 7 near Lafayette.  Scouts Wes 
S., Ryan D., Jason R., Mark K., and Brian L. worked in a drizzling rain and cold, but the highway looked better for the 
effort.  Thanks to Mr. Love, Mr. Francis, and Mr. Kinz for their assistance. 

Several Scouts from Troop 575 also participated in Merit Badge University (MBU) held April 10 at CU.  They took 
classes in areas such as swimming, chemistry, Citizen in the Nation, engineering, basketry, and first aid, among others.  
MBU provides a way to speed up earning merit badges.  It is recommended that Scouts complete their prerequisites before 
going in order to finish all the requirements and earn the merit badges.  In some cases, MBU helps Scouts start some 
prerequisites projects letting them finish the projects later on toward earning the merit badges. 

The Scout show was held April 17, 2OO4 and thank you to Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Nagel for all their help.  
The Aweida shooting campout was canceled do to bad weather but has been rescheduled to early June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiz Question #3: 
What is this? 
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Scout Articles
Junior Leadership Training Experience 
By: Scout Caleb O. 

 
Junior Leadership Training (JLT) is an experience that no Scout wants to miss out on. Yes, it does require the devotion 

of one Saturday and $5, but there are many reasons why you should participate in this event.  For one, you learn many 
teaching and leading techniques.  You learn how to cope with problems and how to teach skills.  Also, you learn many 
new games that you can teach to your friends and family.  They are games that teach morals.  On top of that, you have a 
good time at JLT.  You get to interact with Scouts from within and from outside your own troop.  You have a chance to 
make new friends and the staff is great.  All in all, if you have not been already, you should seriously consider going to 
Junior Leadership Training. 
 

Snowshoeing at Eldora 
By: Scout Derek B. 

 
My snowshoeing experience was fun because we snow shoed to a 

lake, and it was frozen.  First, we rented the snowshoes at Garts in 
Boulder.  They gave them to us for a good price.  Then, at the bottom of 
the trail, we packed and got ready.  Soon, we were hiking up.  The snow 
was pretty much gone though.  Eventually, about half way up, we made 
it to a spot where we could snowshoe.  I got tired the first five minutes, 
but made it for about five miles.  After a rest and snack of a sandwich 
and trail mix, we made the choice to go all the way to the top!  We made 
it to where the lake was and hung out for about 15 minutes.  Then we 
went back down.  All and all, it was well worth it, and I had fun!! 

Scout Show 
By: Scout Ryan D. 

 
Saturday, April 17 was the day when a group of Troop 575 Scouts got together 

and participated in the regional Scout Show at the Boulder County Fairgrounds. 
The Scout Show is held to showcase the finals for the pinewood derby cars, to raise 
money for Scouting by selling items for camping and also to show the public what 
Scouting is all about. We arrived early with a trailer full of logs to lash together 
and build the Eagle Nest Tower. This tower was about 20 to 30 feet high. We 
climbed the tower by a ladder we made. The tower could hold 3 to 5 Scouts at 
once. We used a bunch of different lashes consisting of the sheer, square, tripod, 
and the diagonal lashings. We took the structure down at about noontime that day. 
Our troop placed third in the competition. A big thank you goes to Dale Lawrence 
and the other Scout leaders for making this a fun filled day of learning and 
spending time with our fellow Scouts. 

 

Merit Badge University 
By: Scout Sam A. 

 
On Saturday, April 10, eleven Scouts from Troop 575 attended Merit Badge University, hosted by the Venturing Crew 

492 of Alpha Phi Omega service fraternity at the University of Colorado. It was a snowy Saturday but the cold didn’t get 
to anybody. We trudged from class to class, but we learned a lot and were satisfied with our progress toward ranks.  

Scouts took advanced instruction in swimming, citizenship, aviation, architecture, and first aid. This was all done to 
help Scouts achieve their merit badges. All of the instructors seemed to be well educated and oriented to the merit badge 
they were teaching. Merit Badge University is a good place to make a lot of progress toward badges in one day. Stay 
tuned for information about MBU Fall.   
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Eagle Scouts
Andrew G.’s Eagle Project 
By: Scout Andrew G. 

 
Hi, I'm Andrew G. and I'm doing an Eagle Scout project for Habitat for Humanity. We will be doing some landscaping 

on Saturday May 8th, 2004. If you could help I would greatly appreciate it. If you are available that day please contact me 
at a Troop Meeting. Thank you. 

 
 Directions : Proceed on the HWY 287 or on the US 36 to Broomfield. Take 120th Ave going east. Continue past the 

Mazda dealership to west 120th Ave. Turn right on west 120th Ave, a Grease Monkey is on the corner. Continue past CO 
STATE PATROL to Emerald Lane. Turn right on Emerald Lane and the site for Habitat for Humanity is at the end of the 
street. 

 
Bring: Please bring what ever shovels, gloves, pick axes, rakes, clamshell diggers, hats and sunscreen that you have. 
 
Please arrive by 8:00 AM. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. 
 
 
 
 

Mark K.’s Eagle Project 
By: Scout Mark K. 

 
Yes, I’ve finally done it. I’ve started work on my Eagle project, and it should be happening sometime in June. We will 

be installing a sprinkler system at my church, Christ the Servant. We will also be picking up any large rocks so that new 
grass can be laid down. Scouts are invited to come and help, as well as adults, who I need to help saw pipe. No dates are 
certain yet, but it is going to be in the middle of June, most likely. I need shovels and some saws, so if you could bring 
those items that would be great. Lunch and breakfast provided. Oh, and drinks too. Soda, and lots of it. Thank you all! 
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Future Campouts 
 

Pawnee Buttes Family Campout 
 
The Pawnee Buttes campout is coming up on May 15-16 (Sat – Sun).  This is a favorite of new and seasoned Scouts 

and families alike, so you won’t want to miss it.  Often thought of as the “season opener” for the summer campout season, 
this outing is the perfect opportunity for new Scouts to get their feet wet and for moms and dads to join in on a Troop 575 
outing.  Families are welcome, but not required for the campout. 

This is a one-night campout, for which we will leave on Saturday morning, and return Sunday at about noon.  We’ll be 
camping at Crow Valley Recreation Area in the Pawnee National Grassland (check it out online at www.fs.fed.us/arnf 
/png/welcome.htm). Saturday morning will be camp set up time, then lunch.  After lunch we will drive to the Pawnee 
Buttes trailhead and hike as a troop.  The hike is fairly easy (about 5 miles round trip) and will take us out to one of the 
big buttes. You will want to bring your binocula rs and be on the lookout for hawks, eagles and falcons that nest in the 
surrounding cliffs. 

Saturday after the hike, the boys will have some free time to explore the campground, rest up or maybe play baseball.  
For dinner, the boys will cook their own meals in their patrols.  Sunday morning we will plan to pack up and be on the 
road by about 9:00 or 10:00 a.m. 

Permission slips are available now-please hand them in soon.  If you have questions, please contact Tom Roling at 
303-666-8459 or tom.roling@abacus-direct.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aweida Shooting Campout 
By:  Cliff Brown 

 
Aweida Shooting Campout rescheduled: June 4-6, same location. 
 
Are you interested in learning how to shoot a rifle and shotgun? 
 
On June 4-6 we will be having a campout on private property close to 

Sacred Heart of Mary where we will be shooting rifles and shotguns. This 
will be focused both on fun and may include working on the merit badges 
for those who are interested.  

 
Scouts interested in attending the Aweida Shooting Campout should re-submit permission slips and attend the Troop 

meeting on June 1st for rifle safety review and Patrol meal planning.  
 
Hope to see you there! 
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Troop Business
Parent Volunteer Guidelines 

 
While Boy Scouts is much more about the boys leading the troop, it is still guided by adults.  As in any organization, a 

Boy Scout troop requires a fair amount of work to be well run.  This requires volunteers to take responsibility for various 
tasks. 

At Troop 575 our expectation is that at least one parent of each Scout serve as a volunteer for the troop.  Volunteer 
service can be accomplished in many ways.  One way is to serve as an Assistant Scoutmaster, or as a Troop Committee 
Member.  There are also numerous other tasks that need to be accomplished, some on a continuous basis, others as 
individual events.  Whatever you decide to do, we appreciate the help, and you can be satisfied that you are helping your 
son have a better Scouting experience. 

One other point which sometimes gets overlooked.  We are all pulled in many directions in today’s world, and often it 
is our own children who don’t receive the time we would all like to be able to give them.  By giving of yourself to help the 
troop, it is not difficult at all to arrange it such that the time you provide is also time spent experiencing Scouting together 
with your son.   Double the benefit! 

 

Junior Leader Training Scholarships 
 
One of the primary objectives of the Boy Scouts is to help boys develop leadership skills.  An excellent way to help 

accomplish this is for a Scout to attend the week long Junior Leader Training program offered by BSA at various times 
and locations throughout the year.   

As a way to support this important activity, Troop 575 offers full and/or partial scholarships to cover tuition for Scouts 
taking the weeklong program.  Scouts interested in these scholarships should submit a one-paragraph write up to the 
Troop Committee explaining why they are interested in attending Junior Leader Training.   

In return for the scholarship, the Scout agrees to accomplish the following upon completion of JLT: 
1. Speak to the troop about the experience 
2. Lead the troop in an exercise which helps teach Scouts an element of leadership 
3. Serve in a major leadership position approved by the Scoutmaster within 12 months of receiving the training.  

Examples of acceptable positions are: 
SPL, ASPL, Junior Assistant Scoutmaster, Troop Guide, Patrol Leader, Campmaster or SPL for week-long 
younger Scout Summer Camp 

 

Friends of Scouting Update 
 
Thanks to all of you who contributed to our annual 

Friends of Scouting Fundraiser. To date, our troop has 
received $ 2370 in direct donations, not including those 
who submitted matching gift forms. We did meet and 
exceed our Unit goal this year and appreciate your 
generosity very much. Thanks again for your support! 

 

Scrip Update 
 
Remember you can purchase Gift Certificates that 

can be used the same as Cash at local Grocery Stores. 
You receive 3.2% of the amount you purchase into your 
son’s Scout account. The certificates come in $25 
increments and although they are from King Soopers, 
they can be used at Safeway & Albertsons. Please 
contact Caryn Geiger if you want to purchase these. 
(carynsg@msn.com) 

Volunteer Corner 
 
This month we’d like to recognize and thank adults Marilyn and Rick Ackerman.  This “family team” handled the 

coordination of Merit Badge University (MBU) in April and did a fantastic job!  With MBU having just initiated online 
registration, the process was different than in the past.  Marilyn and Rick did a great job both organizing the event as well 
as coordinating onsite.  Thanks, again, to both of you, many appreciate your efforts!  
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Troop Calendar 
 

  May 2004 

  

May 1 Sat 9:00a -12:00p Scout Skills 
Day   

May 2 Sun 5:00p -6:00p Weekly Swim 
Practice . 

May 3 Mon 7:00p -9:00p Committee 
Meeting . 

May 4 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
May 9 Sun Mother's Day . 
May 11 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 
May 14 Fri No School 

(BVSD) . 

May 15 Sat Pawnee Buttes Family 
Campout 

Pawnee Buttes Family Campout 
…………..15/16-May 

May 16 Sun Pawnee Buttes Family 
Campout . 

May 18 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
May 22 Sat 9:00a -12:00p Flag 

Plant/Highway Cleanup 
Flag Plant 
………………22 May 

May 23 Sun 5:00p -6:00p Weekly Swim 
Practice 

Highway Cleanup 
………………22 May 

May 25 Tue 6:30p -8:00p Court of Honor . 
May 30 Sun 5:00p -6:00p Weekly Swim 

Practice . 

May 31 Mon Memorial Day 
No School 
(BVSD) 

 

 

Quiz Question Answers 
 

1) Bow Line 
2) Clove Hitch 
3) Camping Merit Badge 
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  June 2004 

  

Jun 1 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
Jun 3 Thu Last Day of School 

(BVSD) . 

Jun 4 Fri Aweida Shooting Campout Awedia Shooting Campout 
………………4/7-Jun 

Jun 5 Sat Aweida Shooting Campout . 
Jun 6 Sun Aweida Shooting Campout . 
Jun 7 Mon 7:00p -9:00p Committee 

Meeting . 

Jun 8 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Patrol Meeting . 
Jun 13 Sun 5:00p -6:00p Weekly Swim 

Practice . 

Jun 15 Tue 6:45p -8:00p Troop Meeting . 
Jun 19 Sat 9:00a -11:00a Highway 

Cleanup . 

Jun 20 Sun Father's Day . 
Jun 22 Tue 6:45p -8:00p PLC/Scout 

Business Night . 

Jun 27 Sun 5:00p -6:00p Weekly Swim 
Practice 

Weekly Swimming 
Sundays……5:00 PM 

Jun 29 Tue  
 Meeting  

 
 


